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On the Road Again
By Pat & Don Sleeper

	 Takes us to Pyramid Lake where we encountered an 
array of experiences:  We “all” caught beautiful Lahontan 
cut-throat trout!  An average day started out at getting 
up around 5:25, checking to see how hard the wind was 
blowing, getting waders on and running out with our ladder 
to snag “your” location out on the water.  
	 At Pelican we didn’t have far to walk as our ladders were 
placed about 20 ft from shore.  It’s amazing to see the array 
of different styles of ladders; but they all serve their purpose 
of keeping you out of the cold water, allowing you more 
distance in your cast; and giving more comfort instead of standing in the cold water until your legs are frozen and 
can’t seem to move in order to get out of the water.  But, fish…we could catch!  
	 We would cast chartreuse or black beetle with a black midnight cowboy (woolly bugger with chain eyes) on 
a teeny two hundred and do fairly well. Then when the sun was up for a while we’d switch to the red mahalo or 
black, or similar red or black ice cream cone dropper with a breakaway indicator.  It’s amazing how those large 
24inch Lahontan will take those small droppers!
	 We also had some of the worst wind/sand storms I’ve ever encountered!  I felt like our trailer wasn’t going to 
have any paint left as the wind came up in such a ferry gusting to 55 – 60 mph…scarry!
	 It was amazing how dust came through a sealed window?  But, fishing the next day wasn’t a problem…: )
	 We had a lot of members fish Pyramid …below are just a few of our members catching fish at:
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By: Ray Narbaitz

The Black and Red P.T.

	 Every once in awhile, you have to give 
the Trout something that’s a little different 
to look at. We have all heard the phrases 
about their having a brain the size of a 
pea. In actuality, they don’t have a real 
brain at all, just a nerve center and a lot 
of instincts. Still, if something goes by 
enough times, and there has been enough 
bad activity when it has gone by, they are 
capable of not wanting to play with it any 
more. A good example is the standard 
P.T. By the time you read this, the Trout in 
the Power House Riffle on Hat Creek will 
have seen approximately a gazillion P.T’s go by. Most 
of them will have become wary of a standard P.T. by 
the time opening day is over. So, you can show them 
something a little different. The change doesn’t have to 
be big. Sometimes just a change in color or triggering 
device can do the job.
	 Tying this month’s F.O.T.M. is done exactly like tying 
the standard P.T. All we have done is change the color 
and materials a bit. Will it make a big difference? Perhaps 
not, but it could get the fish to take a second look.

Hook: TMC3769 or Daiichi 1550, size 12 to 16
Thread: Red 8/0 
Tail: Black Pheasant tail (more on this in the Notes sec-
tion)
Rib: small red wire 
Abdomen: Black Pheasant tail 
Wingcase: Butt ends of abdomen, black PT 
Thorax: Peacock Herl 
Legs: Butt ends of abdomen, black PT

1. Debarb the hook and place it in the vice.
2. Wrap the thread to the back of the hook, stopping at 

the bend.
3. Tie in the wire on the side of the hook away from you.
4. Tie in six or so barbs of P.T. right at the end of the 

hook.
5. Wrap the barbs up to about the 2/3 point of the shank. 

Tie off with the remaining barbs on top of the hook. Do 
not cut them off.

6. Counter wrap the wire up the abdomen, and trim off.
7. Advance your thread past the barbs and tie in four or 

so Peacock Herls by the tips. Wrap them around the 
thread a few times, and then make a fairly fat Thorax, 

Fly of the Month for May

ending close to the eye of the hook. Tie off and trim 
the Herl.

8. Pull the P.T. barbs over the top of the Thorax as the 
Wingcase. Tie off at the eye, but do not trim.

9. Take half the barbs and tie them back so they point to 
the rear of the hook on one side. Take the other half 
and do same on the other side.

10. Finish the head of the fly, whip finish and add head 
cement.

11. Trim the swept back barbs so they reach the back of 
the Thorax.

	 Notes: You can buy P.T. feathers that have been dyed 
black, but it is doubtful that you and the next three gen-
erations of fly tyers in your family will ever use them up. I 
thought of this when I tied some of these flies for myself, 
and came up with an alternative. Pull back a dozen or so 
of the herls so they are perpendicular to the stem of the 
feather. Take a good, permanent black pen like a Pan-
tone or Sharpie, and swipe them down the herls from butt 
to end. Put them on a plastic baggie or something like 
it, as the black will bleed through. Do both sides of herl. 
Let it dry, and you will have perfect, black P.T. feathers…
If you want a Thorax that has a little more flash, you can 
mix some up. Take a good pinch of Arizona Synthetic 
Peacock. Take a pinch of Peacock Black Ice Dub, and 
cut little sixteenth inch long strips into the Synthetic. Use 
about half as much Ice Dub as you have of the Synthetic. 
Give it three or four short bursts in a coffee grinder, and 
you have a great looking dubbing material with some 
flash…While I can’t speak for the fish, I think making the 
fly darker gives it a different look to them. However, I’m 
fairly certain that the strike trigger is the red wire ribbing, 
and the red head.
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Date:	
   May	
  5th,	
  2011	
  

Re:	
   Establishing	
  a	
  LOWER	
  YUBA	
  RIVER	
  PUBLIC	
  ACCESS	
  COALITION	
  

To:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  California	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Fish	
  and	
  Game	
  

Nevada	
  Co.	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Commission	
  

Yuba	
  Co.	
  Fish	
  and	
  Game	
  Commission	
  

Yuba	
  Co.	
  Water	
  Agency	
  	
  

Sierra	
  Nevada	
  Alliance	
  	
  

Yuba	
  Co.	
  Public	
  Works	
  

USFWS	
  	
  

Nevada	
  County	
  Board	
  of	
  Supervisors	
  

NCCFFF	
  

NCCFFF	
  Clubs	
  

	
  

	
  

My	
  name	
  is	
  John	
  Felde	
  and	
  as	
  the	
  chairman	
  of	
  the	
  Conservation	
  Committee	
  of	
  the	
  Gold	
  
Country	
  Fly	
  Fishers,	
  I	
  am	
  writing	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  club.	
  The	
  club	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  Nevada	
  County	
  and	
  
consists	
  of	
  approximately	
  170	
  members.	
  	
  The	
  Lower	
  Yuba	
  River	
  is	
  our	
  home	
  waters.	
  	
  

	
  

We	
  have	
  concerns	
  over	
  angler	
  public	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  Lower	
  Yuba	
  as	
  it	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  major	
  fishing	
  

location	
  for	
  both	
  local	
  residents	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  come	
  from	
  more	
  urban	
  areas	
  like	
  Sacramento	
  
and	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Bay	
  area.	
  	
  This	
  river	
  has	
  a	
  long	
  history	
  as	
  a	
  favored	
  fishing	
  location,	
  

Date:	May 5th, 2011 
Re:	 Establishing a LOWER YUBA RIVER PUBLIC ACCESS COALITION 
To:	 California Dept. of Fish and Game 
	 Nevada Co. Fish and Wildlife Commission 
	 Yuba Co. Fish and Game Commission 
	 Yuba Co. Water Agency 
	 Sierra Nevada Alliance 
	 Yuba Co. Public Works 
	 USFWS 
	 Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
	 NCCFFF 
	 NCCFFF Clubs 

	 My name is John Felde and as the chairman of the Conservation Committee of the Gold Country Fly Fishers, I am writing on 
behalf of the club. The club is located in Nevada County and consists of approximately 170 members. The Lower Yuba River is our 
home waters. 
	 We have concerns over angler public access to the Lower Yuba as it serves as a major fishing location for both local residents 
and those who come from more urban areas like Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay area. This river has a long history as a 
favored fishing location, particularly for fly fishers. Its fishery is well known and its quality is unparalleled in central California. 
	 In recent years access for the public has become more and more restricted from Englebright Dam downstream to Marysville. The 
last vestige of historical public access is now from the Highway 20 Bridge to the BLM lands on the south side of the river. We recog-
nize that Western Aggregate owns the land, but they have allowed access here for many years from Hammonton Road to the river. 
We share their concerns over inappropriate use of the land by ATVs and other motorized vehicles, and would like the opportunity 
to develop a shared access settlement for anglers. 
	 Toward that end, we are interested in forming the LOWER YUBA RIVER PUBLIC ACCESS COALITION, a group of stake 
holders that are interested in maintaining public access for walk and wade fishing. Additionally, we support a permanent boat 
launch access at or near the Highway 20 Bridge, as this has long been a location that both guides and unattached anglers use for 
launching drift boats and other suitable watercraft. Therefore, we are soliciting your participation as a member of this coalition and 
your support of retaining public access. 
	 If your organization is interested in being a part of this important opportunity to prevent privatization of access to a long estab-
lished publicly owned waterway and ensure public access for fishing and other recreation uses, please complete the form below 
and mail it to Gold Country Fly Fishers. 
	 Members will receive a list of participants via e-mail. 

Very sincerely yours, 

John Felde 
Conservation Chair 
Gold Country Fly Fishers 

Name of Organization __________________________________________________________ 
President or Authorized Representative______________________________________________
Signature_________________________________________________________________________ 
Address of Organization________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________

	 Mail to: Gold Country Fly Fishers P. O. Box 2988 Grass Valley, Ca. 95945



Chico Fly Shop	 Fish First
Chico, CA 	 Chico, CA
(530) 345-9983 	 (530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
(530-345-4261

BOARD MEMBERS

President:
Lincoln Gray...............................345-4261

Vice President
Dave McKinney...........................570-1342

Secretary:
Pat Sleeper.................................345-1197

Treasurer:
Don Sleeper................................345-1197

Board Members:
Eric See......................................899-1918
Larry Willis..................................895-0156
Scott Joyce.................................899-8500
Scott Hood
Darrin Deel
Dana Miller

Youth Group coordnators:
Ron and Kim Lewis.....................570-8526
Past President:
Roger Bevers..............................343-6442

Committee Chairpersons:
Fish Master......Don Sleeper.......345-1197

Conservation................... David McKinney

Outreach..................................Darrin Deel

Librarian......................................343-7147

Fly Tying................................... Terry Mich

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper............... 899-9856

Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz................ 894-5220 
tytline@sbcglobal.net

CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

Webmaster:
Lincoln Gray................ 345-4261

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com

Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
Don Sleeper.................... 345-1197

LOCAL GUIDES
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Ron Leger 
Custom Fish Carvings
530-343-5191
rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com
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