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CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS
Short Casts June 2018
Next meeting: Wed. June 13,
@ 6:30pm @ California
Park Pavilion, Chico
December
2008

President’s Line:

SECRETARIES SECRETS
By
Pat Sleeper

We have Mac Nable speaking June 13th, 2018 at the California Park Pavilion on California Park Dr, Chico at 7:30.
Mac, from Fish First, will be talking and showing pictures from his trip to New Zealand.
We had a wonderfully participated General Meeting in May for Benson Konamoto talking about Lewiston Lake.
Thank you Benson and Wayne Syn. Thank you members for coming!!!
Project Healing Waters is moving along with Pete Wiik leading the charge. Harrison Jack is as well helping with our
Disabled American Vets rehabilitation through fly fishing!
Minutes from the last meeting, by Pat Sleeper: Eli Goodsell, manager of the Ecological Reserves for CSU, Chico
Research Foundation with Big Chico Creek has a student that just qualified for the CAF, “Chico Area Flyfishers’ Press
Powell Research Fellowship award” in the amount of $1,000. for help in the research for CSU Big Chico Creek
Foundation. Eric made the motion; Dana Miller seconded it and the CAF committee board passed the motion! Eli will as well be talking in Oct
2018. This is the first time in a few years we’ve been able to award this to a student. Yeah!!!
The fish are biting and it’s time to venture out to your favorite river or lake. We just got back from fishing Crater Lake, Almanor, Butt, McCoy
and Silver lakes. Crater was excellent, as always! The rest are just starting to fish. We caught bass and rainbows. I had a quick break off with a size
16 wino chironomids set up at Butt Lake in 18ft of water before the wind and lightning booted us off. Amazing how those storms can come in so
rapidly!
We then went up North to Oregon and tested the waters with our rods: Elden wrote a nice report in the next pages.
Please note the fish outs in the news letter and let us know if you are coming. Hex Hatch luncheon at Frank Spiteri’s; Pingatories’ Bass fishing with
a luncheon and so forth. Elden Hinkle 518-4680. Thanks.
We have a few openings for our Dorado trips in Mexico. If you want excitement, you’ll have it! Many members have gone down thinking; what
am I doing here; I can’t afford a trip like this; I can’t land a fish like these; or, I’m not skilled enough to catch a fish like these. Well “you” can do it!!!
You can do it!! And, the price is definitely right: You won’t beat this price!!! Talk to those who have gone for confirmation. Last year 22 went in 2
weeks. So far, about 50 are going in Sep. Look at the website Steve Bohnemeyer set up sharing the pictures, costs, locations and what you would
want to bring.
Questions: Don & Pat Sleeper 345-1197 We’ll teach you about the lines, rods, flies, flights, and so forth...”come on over and we’ll show you
how”, you’ll hear us say! www.patsflyfishing.com
We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting Wed, June 13th with Mac Noble speaking. I look forward to seeing you Wed! And, Have a
wonderful time this summer!!! This will be our last meeting until Sep 12th, 2018... : ) I would love to put your pictures in our news letter. Please send
then with a story!!! Pat Sleeper President, CAF 345-1197
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least 2:00 pm. We caught a bunch of fish, more than we kept count of. Most were 14-15 inches one we measured 17.
It was well worth the guide fee for all the info Harold gave us on fishing this lake and the surrounding lakes. We also
fished Lava lake which was about 15 miles up the road. That Lake is very deep you could be within 20 feet of the bank
and it would be 25-30 ft deep. Beautiful, fairly large lake, with good fishing. We all caught some good fish in 18-20
range with Pat Hallin catching the best one at 23” in Crane Prairie. The story from the guide is that these lakes fish very
good even as Summer heats up but very good around May just after ice out. Sounds like a trip in the making!
This was a great trip with Don & Pat Sleeper, and Pam & Pat Hallin. Not a lot of road time, very good dinners,stories
and company. There are some stories I chose not to put in writing. You’ll need to get them from the “Horses Mouth”
Elden

Rooster Fishing Baja April/May 2018 by Pat Sleeper
Eight of us just returned from Baja scoring another great Rooster fishing adventure. Of the eight of us six landed small Roosters (hooked 11) and
lost or had chances at some monster Roosters (20lb to 40lb guys). We definitely experienced the chase! And, seeing them explode on bait right beside
the boat. We would see schools of 5 to 25 swimming by: exciting to say the least!! Just try to get your cast out there! You’re so in awe it’s hard to cast!
Eight of us fishing fly rods landed: Dorado, Skip Jacks, Bonita, blue Trevally, Groupers, Ladyfish, Roosters, and Blue fin tuna.
Pat Sleeper landed a nice 30lb Dorado that was into her backing in no time; I saw them jumping out about 400 yards and asked our guide to go after
them. The birds were flying above them as we headed out; when we arrived they went down so we threw in some bait and casted our lines out into the
water. The water was rough! It didn’t take long and my reel was singing that beautiful song. The Dorado ran for quite a while until I was thinking there
wasn’t much more line to use when it stopped. I then started reeling, reeling until my hand was burning and the Dorado got its breath back; and it then
resumed jumping and jumping; but, this time it was close enough to see its beautiful green and yellow colors gleaming in the sunlight. It gave me a
great fight on a 10 wt fly rod.
Lalo and his captains were outstanding guides: they put us on the fish every day even though some days were unusually rough. But, that’s the
water this time of the year. On this trip, we only broke two fly rods; and, lost two complete fly lines on large 30lb red grouper fish or red snapper; and,
a huge Blue fin Trevally (that jump) and eat birds skimming the ocean surface.
We look forward to going back in Sep and next year in the middle of May, since we encountered a little wind and rough water from the end
of their windy season which made the seas rougher than usual. Normally the seas are amazingly calm in May and September. These trips are put
together primarily for our members and friends. Steve Bohnemeyer put together a web page to help members see more information (thank you Steve)
at: www.patsflyfishing.com

Jim Gaumer caught a large grouper or
something like it.

Bill Robinson with a skip Jack

Pat with a Dorado

Elden caught one of these bluefin trevally

Our group: Jim Gaumer, Bill Robinson, Greg,
Moore, Steve Bohnemeyer Katie Robinson Pat
Sleeper Elden Hinkle, Don Sleeper

Don Sleeper with a jack travel
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Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fishout Schedule 2018
Future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership: These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fly fishers the best opportunity
to catch fish and enjoy the outdoors. Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share their skills with others and you are only
limited by willingness to become involved. From selecting promising locations and time, to helping those members new to the sport, we try to make
these trips fun, exciting and successful.
Tom Rosenow and Elden Hinkle will be our new fish-out leaders . If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and
would like to lead our fellow CAF members for a day of fishing, and fellowship contact Tom Rosenow trosenow.chico@gmail.com or Elden Hinkle
ehinkle@aaproduction.com
This schedule may change depending on the fish bite or weather conditions.

Date

Location

Fishout Leader

Jan 13-19th 2019
		
		

Lake Picachos, Mexico and ElSalto combo 3 nights each &
2 1/2 days fishing each location. www.patsflyfishing.weeble.com
Don or Pat Sleeper 345-1197

June 23
		

Lake Almanor “Hex hatch” @ Frank Spitari’s in Almanor
rsvp: BBQ lunch included. Elden: ehinkle@aaproduction.com

July 14				

Pingatori local fish out for bass -

Don and Pat 345-1197

Aug

Digger Creek: 			

Elden- ehinkle@aaproduction.com

Sep. 1-8th, 2018
		

Dorado/Tuna fishing La Ventana, Mexico. 2 spots left
$1700.pp: 7 nights/ 6 dys fishing, 3+meals, beer, water & shuttle:
Double occupancy; w/group. Questions:
Don & Pat 345-1197 www.patsflyfishing.weebly.com

Sep. 8-15, 2018

Dorado fishing La Ventana, Mexico. - 1 spot left

Sep. 15-22, 2018

Dorado Fishing La Ventana, Mexico - 1 spot left

Sep. 22-29, 2018

Dorado Fishing La Ventana, Mexico - 3 spots left

CAF General Meeting Speaker List 2018

CAF meets 10 months out of the year and presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout the
year. The meetings also include monthly fly tying demonstrations, raffle prizes, refreshments, and the very best info and
lies about Northern California Fly fishing. Meetings are being held on the second Wednesday of the month at The California Park Pavilion. We look forward to see you at our next meeting and hearing “your” fishing stories! Fly tying begins
at 6:30 p.m.; general meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Location: California Park Pavilion: 2565 California Park Drive Chico.

Date

Speaker

June 14th

Mac Noble

New Zealand

Sep 12		

Trent Pridemore

Bass fishing

Oct 10		

Eli Goodsell

The Big Chico Creek Echo R

Nov 14		

Jim Early

Salmon
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Program

Lake Oroville Community Update
June 6, 2018
In case you missed it, check out this article in the Enterprise-Record, “(Literal) eagle eyes on the Oroville Dam spillway,” about a bald eagle pair
that set up a new home near the Lake Oroville spillway.

Lake Oroville Spillways Construction Update
Today the Department of Water Resources (DWR) provided an update on construction-related activities for the Lake Oroville Spillways Emergency
Recovery Project.

Construction on the Main Spillway
• Controlled blasting demolition of the original 730 feet of upper chute is complete. Crews are preparing the foundation for placement of
structural concrete slabs and walls.
• In the middle chute, foundation prep is 34 percent complete and crews are preparing for the installation of sub-drains and slab anchors in
advance of placing permanent structural concrete slabs and walls later this summer.
• Work continues on the energy dissipaters, or dentates, at the bottom of the main spillway. The dentates are being hydro-blasted to prepare for
the placement of a new layer of structural concrete reinforced with epoxy-coated steel dowels.
• DWR is again using November 1 as a milestone to complete major construction work and placement of all concrete on the main spillway.
Additional work, including dry finishing and curing of concrete, joint sealing, connecting drainage systems, backfilling side walls, and site
clean-up on the main spillway will continue after November 1.

Construction on the Emergency Spillway
Construction of the northern half of the roller-compacted concrete splashpad is 80 percent complete.
Crews are 40 percent complete with foundation prep at the southern half of the splashpad site in advance of RCC placement.
Work at the emergency spillway site is not dependent on the November 1 milestone and will continue throughout 2018.

Additional Updates

• The free access program for day use and boat launching at the Lake Oroville State Recreation Area continues tomorrow and Friday, June 7 and
8. Additional free access days include July 5-6, August 2-3 and September 6-7. Free access applies to day use and boat launching only.
• Lake levels are currently at 818 feet. DWR anticipates some water to pass through the gates until the lake level drops below 813 feet. Crews
have put in place a water containment system to collect any water that passes through, which will have no impact on construction.
• DWR met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers last week to begin coordinating the update of the 2018-2019 flood control season operations
plan for Lake Oroville. The plan will guide reservoir operations through the upcoming flood control season and will follow a similar approach to
the 2017-2018 operations plan.
• The independent Board of Consultants met with DWR for the 18th time on May 29 and 30.
• Crews continue work to resurface a structural concrete slab that was placed last year that had a poor surface finish and did not meet DWR’s
quality control standards. When commenting on the work to remove the top layer of concrete on this slab, the independent Board of Consultants
stated, “the removal of the erosion resistant concrete has turned out to be much more difficult than expected…this information provides
empirical evidence that the chute concrete has superior erosion resistant properties.”
To view photos and video of the Lake Oroville Spillways construction, visit DWR’s Oroville Spillway photo gallery and YouTube channel.
For more information, follow us on Twitter or Facebook, read our news releases or visit our Oroville Spillway Incident webpage.

For more information, follow us on Twitter or Facebook, read our news releases or
visit our Oroville Spillway Incident webpage.
California Department of Water Resources 1416 9th St. Sacramento, CA 95814
Call our general information line at 1-800-248-7026 or email us at oroville@water.ca.gov

Fly of the Month –
June 2018
Summer Nymph

By: Ray Narbaitz
As CAF members know, the club goes dark in July and August,
taking off the “dog days of summer.” So, this will be the last FOTM
until September. I guess it is appropriate to take a short break here as
this makes an even 100 Fly of the Month articles I have done. That’s
ten years’ worth. It doesn’t seem like I have being doing this for that
long. I have done enough of them that I have to be a little careful.
I started this month’s fly with a different pattern. As I was writing it
up, it all started to sound very familiar. In checking my records, I
discovered that I had already done the fly about three years ago.
The Summer Nymph has the look of a Pheasant Tail variation, and I
suppose that is what it is. It is a little shinier and is tied to be a very
fast sinking fly. It isn’t all that complicated to tie, but takes a pretty
good number of steps. It also calls for a couple of materials you
might not have. They are Veevus Body Quill and UV cured resin. If
you haven’t used the UV resin yet, there is a fairly inexpensive way
to get started that won’t require you to buy a fairly large bottle of the
resin and a separate UV light. It is a product called Bondic. It is in the
configuration of a pen, with the resin on one end and a built in UV
light on the other to cure it. If you can’t find any locally, you can get it
on Amazon.
Hook: Scud type hook, 12 to 16
Bead: Black Tungsten sized to hook
Weight: 5 to 8 wraps of .015 or .010 lead free wire (more and more
places have forbidden the use of lead in any form in their waters).
Thread: White 70 denier
Tail: Pheasant Tail
Rib: Small Copper Wire
Abdomen: Veevus Body Quill, color of your choice
Abdomen Cover: Thin layer of UV cured resin
Wing Case: Dark Thin Skin
Thorax: Natural fur or synthetic like Ice Dub
Wing Case Cover: UV cured resin
1. Debarb your hook, slip on the bead and place it in the vise.
2. Take 6 or 8 wraps of the weighting wire around the hook, and
push it up flush against the bead. If some slides inside the bead,
so much the better.
3. Start your thread right behind the wire, and build up a little
tapered dam behind the wire. Make sure it is tight against the
wire so it cannot slide down. Wrap up onto the wire to secure it
further, and start working on a fairly smooth taper from the bead
to the back of the hook.
4. Take a few pieces of Pheasant Tail and tie them in for the tail.
Make it about the same length as the gap of the hook. Sometimes,
on a curved hook, it is easier to reposition the hook so the eye is
pointing down making the bend of the hook a little more flat and
easier to deal with. Wrap the PT all the way back to the weighting
wire and cut off the excess. If you did reposition the hook, return it
to normal.

5. Tie in the wire for the rib at the bead and wrap it back to the tail.
Take wraps to get a nice taper from the bend of the hook up to the
bead. Try to make the wraps as smooth as possible, trying to avoid
too many bumps or lumps.
6. Tie in the Body Quill at the tail. You can use it in a bobbin, but it is
very fine, and it is a little easier to double it in two and wrap it by
hand. Make touching wraps all the way up to the bead, making sure
there are no gaps. Tie it off and cut off the excess.
7. Spiral wrap the ribbing wire up to the bead; tie it off and break off
the excess.
8. Put on a very thin layer of the resin. You want the layer to be thin
enough that the ribbing wire still sticks out. After you cure it, you will
see that the body becomes quite translucent.
9. Wrap your thread back over the Abdomen an eye length or two and
tie in your Thin Skin. Make sure it is right on top of the fly.
10. Dub a thin layer of whatever you are using for the Thorax, and wrap
it in.
11. Take a few barbs of PT and tie them in on one side of the fly for legs.
You want them to be a little shorter than the body of the fly. Do the
same thing on the other side. Cut off the excess.
12. Take a small pinch of the dubbing and cover the thread wraps at the
back of the bead.
13. Pull the Thin Skin over the Thorax and tie it down at the back of the
bead. Cut off the excess as closely as you can.
14. Take a Black Sharpie and color a few inches of the thread from the
Bead down and then whip finish the thread. Cut it off.
15. Put a drop of the resin on the Thin Skin to form a slight bubble
shape. Use your Bodkin if you have to shape it a little. Make sure a
little goes over the back of the Bead to lock down the thread. Cure it
and the fly is done.
Notes: As with many flies, you can change what it might imitate by just
changing the color of the body material. In the Amber or Golden Brown
it is a PT Variant. Use the olive and it can be a BWO. Probably, to a fish,
it is a thing that looks like it might be a bug that could be good to eat.
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FOR SALE
FLYCRAFT STEALTH DRIFT BOAT
Selling my mint condition Flycraft Stealth drift boat due to non use.
I bought a cabin in Colorado and now strictly fish there without a boat.
This boat was purchased in the summer of 2015 with all the upgrades offered by
the manufacture.
Boat Includes:
5 Air Chamber Bombproof Raft
Leifield C7 Valves
7-Piece Ultralight
Aluminum Frame
Internally Ran Anchor
System with Environment
Safe Anchor
Cam Straps (includes 5)

Seats with 360 Degree
Seat Swivel
Grade 8 Seat Mounting
Hardware
Stainless Steel Frame Bolts
High Capacity Air Pump
with Aluminum Shaft
Field Repair Kit
Upgraded Oars and
Oar Locks

Shelf
GoPro Mast for
filming your adventures
Spare Oar
Motor Mount
Lehr 2.5 HP propane
motor.

The boat is awesome but between my work travel schedule and traveling to the
cabin in Colorado during the fishing season, I just don’t use it.
A new Flycraft Stealth package is $3,845.00 without a motor. I’m selling mine for
$2,850 with the motor that has only 20-minutes on it.
Accept cash, checks and credit cards via PayPal - buyer pays 3% credit card fees.

Kris@koenigfilms.com 530 321 7827

Orvis Fly Rods For Sale
Orvis “Recon” 9’ #5 wt. four piece with aluminum rod tube and cloth bag.
Used lightly; excellent condition. $250
Orvis “Clearwater” 9’ #5 wt. four piece with cloth-covered tube w/interior sections.
Brand-new condition. $125
Contact: Ed Migale 530.570.2446 emigale@comcast.net

BOARD MEMBERS

LOCAL GUIDES

President:
Pat Sleeper....................................345-1197

Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Vice President
Larry Willis....................................520-8556
Secretary:
Dave McKinney.............................570-1342

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
530-345-4261

Andy’s Embroidery will add
the CAF logo and trout to shirts, jackets,
pockets...enlarge it if needed for only $12.

Ron Leger

Custom Fish Carvings

530-343-5191

rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Don Sleeper..................................345-1197
Board Members:
Eric See.........................................899-1918
Scott Joyce...................................899-8500
Dana Miller....................................570-1184
Dave Mckinney.............................570-1342
Past President:
David McKinney...........................570-1342
Committee Chairpersons:
Fish Master Tom Rosenow.........520-3053
Fish Master Elden Hinkle............518-4680
Conservation Steve Bohnemeyer.................
............................................... 530-966-5818
Web Master:
Don Sleeper and Richard Wilkerson

David W. McKinney,
M.D., M.P.H.
Pre-Employment Physicals
Expanded Drug Screening
Workman’s Compensation
FAA/DOT Physicals
Spirometry/Respiratory Testing

Miller & Dean
Real Estate Team
Coldwell Banker
Dufour Realty
Dana Miller
530-570-1184

Fly Tying Terry Mich....................864-9451
David W. McKinney, California
Occupational Medical Professionals
M.D., M.P.H. ...........................530-534-5135
Project Healing Waters
Pete Wiik...............................530-520-9495

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper.................899-9856
Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz..................894-5220
tytline@sbcglobal.net
CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

Frankie Dean
530-717-3884

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com

Past president of Chico Area Flyfishers
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Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
Don Sleeper...................... 345-1197

