
Short Casts January 2019

CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS

Next meeting:  Wed. April 9th, @ 7:30pm @ California Park Pavilion, Chico

Happy New Year 2019 My friends!
Our next meeting is Wed, Jan 9, 2019 at the California Park Pavilion on California Park Dr, Chico. Fly tying 
starts at 6:30 and Meeting 7:30. This meeting will be slated with 3 agenda’s.
1. Giving fly fishing supplies to the Paradise victims.
2. Eli Goodsell speaking about the Ecological Reserve.  You do want to hear this!!
3. Members sharing/you sharing your pictures from the year and telling “your” stories. Please contact Larry 
Willis that you want to share so he can better manage the time. Thank you for sharing!!
Thank you for your donations to the Camp Fire Victims; we are still accepting donations since our give away will 
be Jan 9th. Thank you again!!
Our salmon in a classroom and trout in a classroom is getting wonderful responses: We are hearing the children 

are daily more excited to attend school excited about checking on and hearing about the lifecycle and growth of the salmon and trout eggs; 
the growth from the eggs to the Alvin; then fry; and, then released in a special stream where they can continue to grow. 
 This natural phenomenon has encouraged our children to be more attentive; create better grades; and, it’s even involved their parents as they 
are coming to school to see this excitement with their own eyes!
This project that CAF has been involved in for these past 10+ years has been a wonderful success: CAF donates fully set up aquariums with 
pumps, chillers and such for classrooms from Yuba City to Quincy; thanks to you, as a member, and a supporter of CAF! Please pat yourselves 
on the back for supporting this wonderful worthwhile adventure. We certainly thank you! I know the children and teachers do as well!!!
 This is only one of our projects. We’re very excited about a new venture: Project Healing Waters. If you’re interested in helping with this new 
venue, please e-mail me. Thanks. We are also excited about our annual dinner scheduled for Sat, March 2rd, 2018. We have another new 
pontoon boat as well as a lot of rods, reels and other items that you’ll enjoy. We are taking reservations and the forms are in this news letter.
 Donations are appreciated for the dinner/fundraiser: perhaps flies could be tied; but anything works! Without your donation it wouldn’t be 
possible. Thank you ahead of time!!! Happy New Year! I look forward to seeing you soon!! 

Sincerely, Pat Sleeper

  

The Presidents Line 
By  

Lincoln Gray 
This month saw a return to the beautiful fall 
colors, cold mornings and steelhead fishing, 
trout fishing on local streams and lakes.  
Please do remember that this time of year is 
a exceptional time of year for fishing all your 
local waters.  Feather River, Lower        
Sacramento River, Butte Creek, Big Chico 
Creek, De Sabla Reservoir and many others 
and it is also the time of year that Baum 
Lake really gets going. 
This year the dinner date is March 6th, mark 
your calendars early.  If any of you would 
like to be involved in the dinner committee 
please drop me an email and I will get you 
on the list.  (lincoln@tie-fast.com)  Our first 
dinner committee meeting will be on        
December 4th at 5:30pm at Don & Pat 
Sleeper’s house. 
Do not forget that the general meeting in 
December is the Anchovy Feed at Round 
Table Pizza.  That is Thursday night the 
11th.  Also, if you get your reservations for 
the dinner in before the end of the year, you 
will be eligible for the Early Bird raffle. 
Like always, I hope all of you have a great 
Holiday Season.   
 
I look forward to seeing ALL of you at the 
Anchovy Feed.  

short casts                     December 2008  

General Meeting: Annual Anchovy feed 
at the Round Table Pizza in the Almond       

Orchard Shopping Mall Starts @ 6:30 pm 

Come Hungry, see you there! 

SECRETARIES SECRETS 
By 

Pat Sleeper 
 

 Meeting called to order:    
Lincoln Gray, President; @ Don and 

Pat Sleeper’s home – 5:30. 
 
Attending:  Joe Garza, Eric See, Dennis Boyd, 
Gonzo Gonzales, Don Sleeper, Pat Sleeper,      
Lincoln Gray, Scott Joyce & Scott Hood. 
Minutes of Sept, 2008 M/S/P Dennis/Eric. 
 

M/S/P  Joe/Pat Meetings will now be held on 
first and second Thursdays – General   
meeting being second Thursday of each 
month starting with the Anchovy feed in 
Dec. 

Hack Vance is now in charge of fly-tying swap. 
Gonzo will now be in charge of the library and 

to purchase DVD’s, etc. 
The annual dinner to be held March 6th this year 

at the Masonic Temple and Frank Spitari  
catering as usual…yum! 

Eric reported on the Big Chico Creek fishout for 
Nov. 16th, Sun.  Jeff Mott hosting. 

December advisory meeting will focus mainly 
on the March 6th Dinner planning @ Don 
and Pat’s anyone wishing to help is         
welcome. 

Special thanks to Rickey Mitchell for coming 
and speaking at our General Meeting on the 
diverse opportunities that come from      
combining the two arts of fly fishing and  
kayaking. 

Pat Sleeper 

Our youth program is in need of prizes for the Annual Dinner on March 6, 
2009. Flies, hats, leaders, tippets, rods reels, chest packs, tools, tying 
kits, $, take a child and parent on a fishout, teach a fly tying class.     
Anything that can be donated will be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Joe Garza at (530) 897-0978 if you are able to make a donation or if you 
know someone that can help with a donation. Thanks. 

Lewiston Lake Fish Out:
Seven of us showed for the Lewiston Lake Fish Out on January 
1,  2019 Terry Mich, John and Ken Logan, Don & Pat Sleeper, Jim 
Gaumer and Elden Hinkle.

Lewiston Lake is located west of Redding off of 299 just over Big Horn 
summit at around 2,000ft elevation. It’s about a 2 ½ hour drive from 
Chico. Weather was cold clear and sunny the water temp was about 
44 deg. All of us fished either from pontoon boats or Canoe’s.
The short story here is that it was very tough fishing for the group 
except for one of us and that being Jim Gaumer. It was obvious the rest 
of us were unable to apply what we learned from our guest speaker 
Benson Kanemo on Lewiston Lake. Maybe next time.

We fished till around 3:00 and headed back to Casa Lupe’s in Corning 
where the club bought lunch. Had a great time with great people and 
a good dinner what more do you need? Which is really code for “I 
didn’t catch any fish”!

The next scheduled fish out is Pyramid Lake March 9&10 with Rob 
Anderson. It’s a two day fish you can bring your RV. We will more 

than likely stay in the camping area at the boat ramp, or you can get 
a place at Crosby Resort (775)476-0400 also stay in Reno and drive 
back and forth (Nugget price is usually reasonable). Rob will furnish 
the ladder, coffee and muffin or sweet roll mid morning and a good  
lunch of some type. You will need to bring your own rod or two one 
with a floating line the other with a sinking line such as a Teeny 200. 
Need to bring your own Flies he will also furnish them if you give 
him advance notice (for a price). It can be very cold and windy bring 
warm cloths. The price will be $200.00 per angler for the two day fish. 
When it gets a little closer I will send out an email mail for sign up.

Just for information he also gives a talk called Pyramid Lake 
Celebration at the Nugget Casino in Sparks Nevada on February 15 
you can check it out on his web page, PyramidlakeFlyFishing.com;  it’s 
a good talk and he gives a lot of stuff away.

If anyone has a suggestion on where they would like to go next for a 
fish out let me know.

Elden Hinkle



CAF General Meeting Speaker List 2019
 CAF meets 9 months out of the year; and, presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout the 
year. The meet¬ings also include monthly fly tying demonstrations, raffle prizes, refreshments, and the very best stories 
about Northern California Fly fishing. Meetings are being held on the second Wednesday of the month at “The California 
Park Pavilion”. We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting and hearing “your” fishing stories! Fly tying is at  
6:30 p.m.; general meeting @ 7:30 p.m. Location: California Park Pavilion: 2565 California Park Drive Chico.

Date Speaker Program
Jan 9 Show & Tell                                      Members share pictures

  Eli Goodsell                                      Big Chico Creek Echo Reserve

Feb  13 Mike Kossow                                   Upper Feather River Basin    
                                                          Fisheries Assessment 

March 2 Annual Crab/shrimp dinner
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BIG Fish pics

Elden in Dillon, Montana

Carl and Hans Elden at Clark Canyon Res

Carl and Hans



Fishing in the Beautiful Month of January

 Well, it is now the new year and a new season of fishing, 
by the way, do not just run out of the house without buying a 
new license, as I almost did. Fishing in January usually con-
sists a fisherman using a variety of highly specialized tech-
niques to catch a cold. A few of us, the ones who view this as 
an extreme sport, like to flirt with hypothermia, trench foot, 
and frost bite as well. There is something very special in my 
mind about fishing in conditions so cold that it would scare 

off most people, standing in a freezing river, hoping for an 
occasional fish. Some of this may be my general philosophy 
about steelhead fishing; You know, less is more.
 As fate would have it, I was downtown at the outdoors 
store retuning some things when I happened upon a conver-
sation between a young man and the store clerk about winter 
fishing. It seems this pleasant fellow was off for his first steel-
head adventure and was seeking advise on footwear. He had 
already bought the usual things, boots, insulated waders, but 
was concerned that his feet would still be cold. The clerk was 

NAME:____________________________  NUMBER COST TOTAL
  Family Membership & One Dinner  $85.00 $_____
ADDRESS:__________________________ Each Additional Dinner  $50.00 $_____
CITY:_______________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$500.___$200.  $_____
PHONE:____________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$100.___$50.  $_____
ZIP:________________________________   
  Table reservations for 8 people  $650. $_____
E-MAIL:____________________________  TOTAL…………. $_____
  Visa #_________________________________
ADDITIONAL NAMES: M/C#_________________________________
_________________________________ Signature:______________________________

__________________________________ Exp. Date & back #______________________

__________________________________ 

PURCHASE YOUR RESERVATIONS BEFORE Jan 31ST MAIL RESERVATION FORMS AND PAYMENT TO:
TO BE ENTERED INTO THE EARLY BIRD RAFFLE…… CAF – 1010 Lori Dr., CA 95973   
Questions: 530-345-1197
*Early bird dinner discount before Jan 31st
*Early bird raffle drawing: $250 ticket packet: value $540.00

DINNER RESERVATION FORM

CAF helps Sponsor:
Hooked on fishing
Salmon in the classroom
Sacramento River Preservation
CAL TIP

Almanor – Fisheries
Trinity – Fisheries
McCloud – Fisheries
Trout Unlimited N. CA



Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fishout Schedule 2019
 Future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership:  These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fly fishers the best opportunity 
to catch fish and enjoy the outdoors.  Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share their skills with others and you are only 
limited by willingness to become involved.  From selecting promising locations and time, to helping those members new to the sport, we try to make 
these trips fun, exciting and successful.  
 Elden Hinkle and Tom Rosenow are our fish-out leaders.  If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and 
would like to lead our fellow CAF members for a day of fishing, and fellowship contact  Elden Hinkle  ehinkle@aaproduction.com or Tom Rosenow 
trosenow.chico@gmail.com
This schedule may change depending on the fish bite or weather conditions.
 

Date        Location                                             Fishout Leader 
Jan Baum Lake  (Date depending on Weather) Trosenow.chico@gmail.com

Jan 13-19th 2019 Lake Picachos and ElSalto,  Mexico: combo 6/nights 5/fishing few Spots left.   
  Information, Please: Pat 345-1197... www.patsflyfishing.com

Feb 6-17 Amazon: Trophy peacock bass: Amazing 10 nights, Great lodging &   
  exciting fishing! Don or Pat: www.patsflyfishing.com 530-345-1197

March 9 & 10 Pyramid Lake with Rob Anderson: ehinkle@aaproduction.com

May 11-18 Rooster fishing: Sea of Cortez: contact: Pat www.patflyfishing.com 530-345-1197

May/June      Crane Prarie Lake, Lava Lake, Oregon: ehinkle@aaproduction.com

June 2019 Lake Almanor “Hex hatch” @ Frank Spitari’s in Almanor     
 rsvp: BBQ lunch included. Elden: ehinkle@aaproduction.com 

July 2019 2019 Pingatori’s local fish out for bass with lunch - 
 Pat; psleeper@sbcglobal.net 530-345-1197

Aug 31 - Sep 7, 2019 Dorado fishing: La Ventana, Mexico (4 weeks to choose from)

Sep 7 - 14, 2019 Exciting 7 nights/6 dys fishing, all meals, shuttle svc & license:   

Sep 14 - 21, 2019 Double occupancy; w/group. Information: www.patsflyfishing.com

Sep. 21-28, 2019 Don & Pat; psleeper@sbcglobal.net

4



Fly of the Month for 
January 2019
Purple Haze
By: Ray Narbaitz
I know we don’t do a lot of dry fly fishing around here in January, 
but since the last eight FOTM’s have been nymphs or emergers, I 
figured we were due for one.
The Purple Haze is the creation of Andy Carlson, who owns 
Bitteroot Anglers in Hamilton, Montana. While it is huge in the 
Rockies and is growing more and more throughout the west, the 
Haze didn’t start in the States. Carlson told me he was on his way 
for a month’s fishing in New Zealand in 2000. On the way there, 
all of his fishing gear was stolen. Staying with a friend, he started 
doing some tying to match some local bugs using the Parachute 
Adams as the foundation for his fly. He tied the Purple Haze 
using Montana Fly Company’s Sexi Floss because the bug he was 
imitating has a fairly fat body. When he got home, he switched to 
an all thread body, because our bugs tend to be much slimmer.

I asked him how he came up with the color purple (sorry Oprah, 
it has nothing to do with your movie). Carlson’s background is as 
a fisheries biologist. He said his studies indicated that purple is the 
first color a trout sees when the color spectrum is broken down in 
the film (I think the term he used was meniscus) of the water. He 
points out that, because of the wave lengths of the color; it is also 
the last color they see on the bottom of the stream. He feels the 
color allows the fish a better chance to see it throughout the water 
column. The design of the fly and its silhouette on the water is 
pretty much the same as the Para Adams. The genius of its success 
is its purple color. Carlson pointed out that a lot of the commercial 
ties available on the market still use the Sexi Floss (aka Spanflex, 
Sili Floss, Flexi Floss, etc.). He noted that if you want the original, 
thread body fly you can get it on his web site at Bitterrootanglers.
com.
With apologies to Mr. Carlson, I don’t know if my version is exactly 
like he ties them, as I am basing most of it on the demo by Tim 
Flagler with one change of my own thrown in.

Hook: Standard dry fly 12 to 16
Thread: Purple
Tail: Moose Mane or Moose body hair
Abdomen and Thorax: Purple thread, I used Uni 6/0
Wing: Calf Body Hair, I substituted Zlon strictly as a personal 
preference because I find it easier to work with and I think the wing 
is the least important part of a parachute fly.
Hackle: Brown and Grizzly, tied Parachute style

1. Debarb the hook and place it in the vise.
2. Start your thread a little less than half way down the shank and 

cut off the excess.
3. Cut off a few strands of the Moose Hair and clean off the butt 

ends. Moose hair can be really long so it’s sometimes easier to 
cut off a little of the butt ends to make them easier to handle. 
Place the hair in a stacker and even up the tips.

4. Measure the hair so it is a hook shank in length and tie it in. 
Wrap it from the tie in point to the bend. Then wrap your thread 
back to about the 60% point of the shank, measuring from the 
bend.

5. Tie in your wing there. Post it up and then wrap the thread 
back to the bend and come back to the wing, making a slightly 
tapered body. Wrap your thread back to the eye of the hook 
and make a taper from the wing to the eye of the hook for the 
Thorax. Hang your thread behind the wing.

6. Take your two pieces of hackle and cut off the stems to get rid of 
the webby feathers. Now, strip the barbs off the stem to give you 
enough space to tie them in.

7. Tie in your hackle just in front of the wing, and then post them up 
the wing. Leave just a tiny bit of the stripped stem at the top of 
the post.

8. Wrap your hackle down to the base of the post. Whether you 
wrap them one at a time or together is strictly up to you. When 
you get to the base, hold the hackle down below the fly and 
tie it off to the post by wrapping your thread around the post, 
between the hackle and body of the fly. Cut off the excess.

9. You can either whip finish at the eye or around the post. I prefer 
whip finishing around the post, because it insures I won’t trap 
any hackle barbs in the eye. This takes a little practice, but it’s not 
too tough once you get the hang of it. Finish your knot at about 
the same place you tied off the hackle.

10. Turn your fly over and cut off any errant hackle barbs you have 
tied down below the body of the fly.

11. Apply a thin layer of something like Sally Hansen’s to the bottom 
of the fly, and work it around the body using your bodkin. Make 
sure some if it lands on your tie off spot.
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A custom made bamboo fly rod from Kane Klassics. It is an 8’2” 5/6wt, 2 
piece with extra tip rod that retails for approx $1,500.  We will be sell 150 

tickets at $10 a ticket This will help support our fish rearing in Almanor. 
Thank you! John Crotty
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Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
530-345-4261

BOARD MEMBERS
President:
Pat Sleeper ...................................345-1197

Vice President
Larry Willis................................ ...520-8556

Secretary:
Dave McKinney......................... ...570-1342

Treasurer:
Don Sleeper .................................345-1197

Board Members:
Eric See ........................................899-1918
Scott Joyce ..................................899-8500
Dana Miller ...................................570-1184
Dave Mckinney ............................570-1342

Past President:
David McKinney ..........................570-1342

Committee Chairpersons:
Fish Master Tom Rosenow ........520-3053
Fish Master Elden Hinkle ...........518-4680

Conservation Steve Bohnemeyer.. ..............  
............................................... 530-966-5818

Web Master:
Don Sleeper and Richard Wilkerson

Fly Tying Terry Mich ...................864-9451

David W. McKinney, California  
Occupational Medical Professionals  
M.D., M.P.H. ...........................530-534-5135

Project Healing Waters 
Pete Wiik...............................530-520-9495

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper.................899-9856

Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz .................894-5220 
tytline@sbcglobal.net

CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com

Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
Don Sleeper .....................345-1197

LOCAL GUIDES

Ron Leger 
Custom Fish Carvings
530-343-5191
rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com

Miller & Dean 
Real Estate Team
Coldwell Banker  
Dufour Realty
Dana Miller
530-570-1184

Frankie Dean  
530-717-3884

Past president of Chico Area Flyfishers

David W. McKinney, 
M.D., M.P.H.
Pre-Employment Physicals
Expanded Drug Screening
Workman’s Compensation
FAA/DOT Physicals
Spirometry/Respiratory Testing

Andy’s Embroidery will add 
the CAF logo and trout to shirts, jackets, 
pockets...enlarge it if needed for only $12.


