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THE LINE

Eric See, CAF President

Funny how it works.
Too much work and not enough fishing is not a good
thing. Sometimes it’s easy to get so wrapped up in
work that one forgets how important balance is in
keeping one’s sanity. Or happiness anyway. | spent
the better part of September and October working,
and although | really like my job, | wasn't fishing. Re-
port after report of how good the fishing was, every-
where, kept coming in. Steelhead on the Feather,
trout on the Sacramento, the browns had arrived on
the McCloud. And | was working, missing out! The
usier things got at work, the easier it was to forget
-about fishing, the easier it was to cancel plans and
simply not go. Two months and | had only been out
briefly once or twice? And my stress level at work
was increasing, even though | was getting the job
done? So, | made the time to go fishing. Interesting
because it took some effort to find all my stuff, | had
forgotten where | stuck my reel with the 6 wt.DT
floater, where was my steelhead fly box that | hadn’t
used since early June? Ended up forgetting my net,
wading belt, and a few other non-essentials, but went
fishing. Fished 3 hours, hooked 5 steelhead, lost 4. 3
were breakoffs, a result of hot fish and a cold, rusty-
skilled flyfisher. Amazing how fast a 5# steelhead
can break a 4x tippet. | would set the hook, and pop
goes the leader as | would forget to give the fish

(Continued on page 2) |

December 11" General Meeting

The December General Meeting is our annual
club sponsored PIZZA FEED. It will be located
at the Round Table Pizza located in the Al-
mond Orchard Shopping Center and begins at
6:00 PM. The Club will buy the pizza and
drinks and everyone, including family mem-
bers, is invited to attend. Don’t miss this
chance to socialize with the other members,
swap a few tall tales about your fishing adven-
tures this past year and plan some new trips
for next year.

Any tickets purchased before the end of the
year qualify for the early bird raffle! Also, dues
are due by Jan 1, 2003

NOTICE

Several members sent me their e-mail
address last month. Due to a computer
glitch | lost the addresses. Please e-mail
me (pmh @ stormnet.com) your e-mail
address if you want to receive notices
via e-mail.

31ST ANNUAL DINNER / FUNDRAISER
FEBRUARY 28TH 2003

CHICO MASONIC FAMILY CENTER

Cut, detach and mail in with your check

31st Annual Dinner / Fundraiser

Family Membership Form
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Please check the appropriate box

$50 — One Dinner & Family Membershi
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31ST ANNUAL DINNER / FUNDRAISER

FEBRUARY 28TH 2003
CHICO MASONIC FAMILY CENTER

Cut, detach and mail in with your check

31st Annual Dinner / Fundraiser
Family Membership Form

Please check the appropriate box

$50 — One Dinner & Family Membership
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. O $25 — Each Additional Adult dinner
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City State Zip 0 $15 — Each Additional Youth dinner
(under 16)
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0 Renewal — Existing Member

*Membership forms must be postmarked by 12/31/02 to be eligible for the y
Early — Bird drawing. - New Membership

Please fill out and mail to: Make Checks payable to:

Chico Area Flyfishers Chico Area Flyfishers
P. O. Box 3583
Chico, CA 95927



LOCAL GUIDES

Chico Fly Shop
Chico, CA
(530) 345-9983

Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Merganser Ouffitters
Chico, CA
(530) 345-4071

Orland Ouffitters
Orland, CA
(530) 865-8545

Oasis Springs Lodge
Paynes Creek, CA
(530) 642-4150

Big Bluff Ranch
Red Bluff, CA
(630) 529-2291

RAPTOR ROD WORKS
Production * Custom * Repair
(530) 894-2062

Getting The Word Out :OA:D 'Vt'EMBERS
i H ] resiaent:
Occaswnally we receive informa- Eric See€..cicimmusenannasns 343-1398

tion that would be of an interest

to club members | would very Vice President:

much like to have an Dana Miller.......ccsueeee 345-3266
e-mail list so that our member- Secretary:
ship could be contacted when Mark Adams .....ceeses 345-5042
necessary . Just so you know, |
will not give the list to anyone Treasurer:

Jim Gray..cceesescesasens 343-4132

other then a board member of
the club. So, if you want to be in-
cluded, e-mail me at:

Board Members:

Ron Leger......scuuuue 343-5191
pmh@stormnet.com Lionel Valley.....ceseees 343-7364
thanks Val Bowlby..ceeeeererasans 891-0706
Ed Bruno.....ceeeeseessssens 345-0737

Paul Hendricks

Past President
Dawit Zeleke.....cceaueue 897-6373

Calendar of Events
Pizza Feed - Dec 11th

No fish out this month

No fly tying this month

NEWSLETTER

pmh@stormnet.com

CAF WEBPAGE

www.stormnet.com/caf

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com
Change of address?

Not receiving newsletter?

Call Paul Hendricks
895-0882

T

(Continued from page 1)

some rod on that first burst across the riffle. Once | re-learned that lesson, |
enjoyed the thrill of watching my indicator shoot across the riffle in the direc-
tion of a bright, thick-bodied steelhead leaping out of the water. By the sec-
ond or third leap | would regain enough composure to get some control on
the situation, only to overpressure the fish and break it off at that point. Went
a few more times and started to reclaim my touch, and the lost fish ratio di-
minished significantly, as did my stressed out, bad attitude about work.
Funny how that works. | started losing less flies, made fewer bad casts, and
had less tangles. It also became less effort to go, my fishing stuff was easy
to find, in general, it was simply easier to go fishing because | was going
fishing. Try it, it works.

And it you want to know where to go, a good place to start are the monthly
CAF meetings. As a matter of fact, these meetings were a big topic of dis-
cussion at the November meeting of the CAF Board of Directors, the first
meeting with the new Board. The monthly meeting programs have been a bit
light in the last 8 months or so, and the Board agreed that stepping up these
programs should be a high priority. In addition we also would like to get
more organized, and develop a schedule well in advance for these and the
other CAF programs and activities such as the monthly fly tying (3 Thurs-
day of the month at the Chico Fly Shop), monthly fishouts, Spring Tune-up,
Hooked on Fishing, etc. These things will be posted on our website for eve-
ryone to view. And | would like the club to get more involved in conservation
issues, at the very least to keep CAF members informed of the issues that
will directly affect our flyfishing future.

FISHOUT SCHEDULE

December 11 No Fish out - Annual Pizza Feed

e
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