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CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS

Our next meeting will be Wed., Dec. 9th, 2015 at 5:30 - @ Round Table 2201 Pillsbury Rd.

President Line 
 Happy Holidays! We have certainly started 
out the month with a GREAT start to our rain 
request; with rain storms lined up back to 
back to back. With that, our crops are getting 
watered; our streams are coming up; and, the 
steelhead can now come up in an abundance; 
and, our lakes filled! Yeah!
Our next General Meeting is a Holiday Cel-

ebration: Dec 9th @ Round Table Pizza; 2201 Pillsbury Rd in Chico; at 
5:30. I look forward to seeing you “all” there.
Baum Lake is scheduled for our next fish-out: January 9th, 2016 and it’s 
still fishing very well. Don Sleeper will accepting your RSVP @ 345-1197 
for questions and putting your name in the hat for lunch. More informa-
tion on the next pages.
January 13th will be our first General meeting of 2016 at California Lake 
Park Pavilion: this is our once a year sharing of “YOUR” fishing pictures. 
Please contact Larry Willis if you choose to participate. This is “always” a 
fun time had by all! bring your pictures on a thumb drive, floppy or your 
computer. thank you!
We have a lineup of wonderful “new” guides for 2016! Please see the 
names on our speaker list: news letter page.
Our annual dinner is scheduled for March 5th 2016 and we’re accepting 
donations. Fish First or Sierra Stream and Mountain will take drop offs or 
contact Pat Sleeper or any board member with questions... thank you.
Veterans And Wounded Warrior Project, we’re happy to say, has been 
added to our sponsored programs.

We hope to see you soon,
Pat Sleeper, CAF, President

  

The Presidents Line 
By  

Lincoln Gray 
This month saw a return to the beautiful fall 
colors, cold mornings and steelhead fishing, 
trout fishing on local streams and lakes.  
Please do remember that this time of year is 
a exceptional time of year for fishing all your 
local waters.  Feather River, Lower        
Sacramento River, Butte Creek, Big Chico 
Creek, De Sabla Reservoir and many others 
and it is also the time of year that Baum 
Lake really gets going. 
This year the dinner date is March 6th, mark 
your calendars early.  If any of you would 
like to be involved in the dinner committee 
please drop me an email and I will get you 
on the list.  (lincoln@tie-fast.com)  Our first 
dinner committee meeting will be on        
December 4th at 5:30pm at Don & Pat 
Sleeper’s house. 
Do not forget that the general meeting in 
December is the Anchovy Feed at Round 
Table Pizza.  That is Thursday night the 
11th.  Also, if you get your reservations for 
the dinner in before the end of the year, you 
will be eligible for the Early Bird raffle. 
Like always, I hope all of you have a great 
Holiday Season.   
 
I look forward to seeing ALL of you at the 
Anchovy Feed.  
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General Meeting: Annual Anchovy feed 
at the Round Table Pizza in the Almond       

Orchard Shopping Mall Starts @ 6:30 pm 

Come Hungry, see you there! 

SECRETARIES SECRETS 
By 

Pat Sleeper 
 

 Meeting called to order:    
Lincoln Gray, President; @ Don and 

Pat Sleeper’s home – 5:30. 
 
Attending:  Joe Garza, Eric See, Dennis Boyd, 
Gonzo Gonzales, Don Sleeper, Pat Sleeper,      
Lincoln Gray, Scott Joyce & Scott Hood. 
Minutes of Sept, 2008 M/S/P Dennis/Eric. 
 

M/S/P  Joe/Pat Meetings will now be held on 
first and second Thursdays – General   
meeting being second Thursday of each 
month starting with the Anchovy feed in 
Dec. 

Hack Vance is now in charge of fly-tying swap. 
Gonzo will now be in charge of the library and 

to purchase DVD’s, etc. 
The annual dinner to be held March 6th this year 

at the Masonic Temple and Frank Spitari  
catering as usual…yum! 

Eric reported on the Big Chico Creek fishout for 
Nov. 16th, Sun.  Jeff Mott hosting. 

December advisory meeting will focus mainly 
on the March 6th Dinner planning @ Don 
and Pat’s anyone wishing to help is         
welcome. 

Special thanks to Rickey Mitchell for coming 
and speaking at our General Meeting on the 
diverse opportunities that come from      
combining the two arts of fly fishing and  
kayaking. 

Pat Sleeper 

Our youth program is in need of prizes for the Annual Dinner on March 6, 
2009. Flies, hats, leaders, tippets, rods reels, chest packs, tools, tying 
kits, $, take a child and parent on a fishout, teach a fly tying class.     
Anything that can be donated will be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Joe Garza at (530) 897-0978 if you are able to make a donation or if you 
know someone that can help with a donation. Thanks. 

Secretary minutes Dec 1st 
by Dave McKinney
CAF Minutes 12/01/2015
Meeting called to order: Pat Sleeper, President Attendance: 
Terry, Don, Larry, Tom, Roger, David, Pat, Elden, Steve, 
Frank. Secretary’s Minutes; Review and accepted
Treasures Report: Don Sleeper
Update and budget and recent club purchases
Update on Tax status
Moved and accepted: Terry/Tom
VP Report: Larry
Programs. December 9th @ 5:30 is the Pizza  
anchovies feed @ Round Table.
January 9th is show and tell: The night all of us about their 
fishing trips of the year.
Outreach: Nothing new
Youth: No report
Dinner Committee: Pat Sleeper/David McKinney:
March 5th, 2016 Fundraiser:
Reviewed prizes, so far. Lot of rods.  
Discussed additional ideas for dinner
Voted to keep the price at $45 for the dinner.
Pricing for buying a table
Newsletter; Published this week. get in articles
Fish-outs
Report from Tom on Feather River Fishout
New Business:
Support Veterans and wounded warriors. 
accepted unanimously! M/S/P Roger/Larry
Lively discussion of improving Social media representation 
with Roger. Set up an official CAF Facebook page.
David and Pat will help
Adjourned 
by Dave McKinney

Vice President Report
December 2015

Future Programs
 December  9, 2015-Annual Pizza Feed to be at Round Table Pizza 
in the Almond Orchard Shopping Center on Pillsbury at 5:30 p.m. 
The club will buy the pizza.  Drinks and Salads are on your own. 
 January 13, 2016-Fishermens’ tales.  This is the time to brag 
about the trips and fish you that you have caught, whether you really 
caught them or not.  We will have the computer and projector.  Put 
your story on a flash drive and join us.  Please let me or Pat know if 
you want to do a presentation so that we can plan a logical order. 
 February 10, 2016-Doug Ovellette, a tribal guide from Pyramid 
Lake will present on how to fish Pyramid, the tribe and the Lahontan 

Trout.  He will also be talking about a clinic he will be 
doing for the club on March 14, 2016, which will be our 
spring Pyramid fishout.  The clinic will be $100.00 per 
person.  As much as the club fishes Pyramid, this will be 
one of the best investments that you can make. 



CAF General Meeting Speaker List 2015/2016
  CAF meets 10 months out of the year and presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout the 
year. The meetings also include monthly fly tying demonstrations, raffle prizes, refreshments, and the very best info and 
lies about Northern California Fly fishing. Meetings are usually held on the second Wednesday of the month at CARD.  
Fly tying begins at 6:30 p.m.; general meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
 Location: CARD Center - 545 Vallombrosa Avenue - Chico. We look forward to see you at our next meeting and 
hearing “your” fishing stories!

Date Speaker Program
Dec 9th  Holiday celebration @ Round table on Pillsbury 
Jan 13th  Members share their “big fish” stories w/pictures
Feb 10th Doug Ouellette Pyramid Lake
March 5th  Annual Dinner
April 13th Trent R. Pridemore Bass fishing
May 11th  Max  “Fish First”
June 8th Blake Merwin Alaska: flyfishingblake@gmail.com
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Baum Lake Fishout Janury 9, 2016
Weather Permitting
 We will meet in the parking lot (boat ramp) next to the Crystal Lake Fish Hatchery 
between 9and 10 a.m. on December 9th. Chico Area Flyfishers will provide lunch for 
members and guests. Baum Lake is north of Burney off of Hwy 299; turn on Cassel road. 
See map to the right.
 Winter can be very good on Baum Lake. It is nice to have a small boat or pontoon boat 
with an anchor or two. I always use a float tube or pontoon boat. Look for #18/20 Baetis 
to be coming off especially on overcast days now. Midges will be active. I use a floating 
line with an indicator fishing midges. Also you might try a small attractor fly on a clear 
slow sinking line like a #10/12 leech, wooly bugger or shaggy nymph in black, brown or 
olive. There are some real hogs in there.
 Winter fishing in California can be an exercise of extreme, dress warm.
Weather conditions and water levels can change overnight on Baum. Call me depending 
on the weather. Don Sleeper 530-345-1197 Cell phone 530-228-6197. Accommodations: The club will be staying at the Green Gables 
Motel in Burney. Green Gables Motel -  0.5 miles S - 37385 Main St - (530) 335-2264

Baum Lake Fishout Janury 9, 2016
Weather Permitting
We will meet in the parking lot (boat ramp) next to the Crystal Lake Fish Hatchery
between 9and 10 a.m. on December 9th. Chico Area Flyfishers will provide lunch for
members and guests. Baum Lake is north of Burney off of Hwy 299; turn on Cassel road.
 See map below.

 
 
Winter can be very good on Baum Lake. It is nice to have a small boat or pontoon boat with an anchor or
two.  I always use a float tube or pontoon boat. Look for #18/20 Baetis to be coming off especially on
overcast days now. Midges will be active.  I use a floating line with an indicator fishing midges.  Also you
might try a small attractor fly on a clear slow sinking line like a #10/12 leech, wooly bugger or shaggy
nymph in black, brown or olive. There are some real hogs in there.
Winter fishing in California can be an exercise of extreme, dress warm.

Weather conditions and water levels can change overnight on Baum. Call me depending on the weather.  
Don Sleeper 530-345-1197 Cell phone 530-228-6197.

Accommodations:   The club will be staying at the Green Gables Motel in Burney.  

Green Gables Motel - 0.5 miles S - 37385 Main St - (530) 335-2264

NAME:____________________________  NUMBER COST TOTAL
  Family Membership & One Dinner  $80.00 $_____
ADDRESS:__________________________ Each Additional Dinner  $45.00 $_____
CITY:_______________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$500.___$200.  $_____
PHONE:____________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$100.___$50.  $_____
ZIP:________________________________   
  Table reservations for 8 people  $600. $_____
E-MAIL:____________________________  TOTAL…………. $_____
  Visa #_________________________________
ADDITIONAL NAMES: M/C#_________________________________
_________________________________ Signature:______________________________

__________________________________ Exp. Date & back #______________________

__________________________________ 

PURCHASE YOUR RESERVATIONS BEFORE Jan 31ST MAIL RESERVATION FORMS AND PAYMENT TO:
TO BE ENTERED INTO THE EARLY BIRD RAFFLE…… CAF – 1010 Lori Dr., CA 95973   
Questions: 530-345-1197
*Early bird dinner discount before Jan 31st
*Early bird raffle drawing: $250 ticket packet: value $540.00

DINNER RESERVATION FORM

CAF helps Sponsor:
Hooked on fishing
Salmon in the classroom
RAD - Recreation & Dreams
CAL TIP

Almanor – Fisheries
Trinity – Fisheries
McCloud – Fisheries
Trout Unlimited N. CA

CAF Feather River November 2015 Fish-out by Tom Rosenow
 The Chico Area Fly-fishers hosted a November fish-out to understand both setup and the available walk-in locations to allow club members to 
fish for steel-head along the Feather River. The fish-out had a higher turnout than expected resulting in more of a clinic style of fish-out. The focus was 
upon the low-flow section of the Feather River starting at Outhouse Riffle and below, Mathews Riffle, and ended for many at Fisherman’s Gate. Those 
that wanted to learn more, traveled on to the high-flow section and learned about Keister Riffle a location that required you to slide down on your 
keister to get to the water.
 With thirteen people in attendance we had some Steel-head, Salmon (out of season), Trout, and Sucker fish caught. Some were released in a 
standard manner, some released with the LDR method, and some released with the SLDR method. I was recently re-introduced to the LDR and the 
SLDR methods by Teri Mich the other day. The LDR method is when someone looks your way and says “hey nice steel-head” in which everyone sees 
that it is an actual steel-head on your line and then it suddenly gets off resulting in a Long Distance Release (LDR). The SLDR method occurs when you 
exclaim “Yes, Fish-on” and then immediately the fish gets off resulting in a Super Long Distance Release (SLDR) and possibly no one seeing you with  
a fish on, but you know it happened. That is steel-head fishing unfortunately (never a sure thing).
 All in all, it was a good day to be out, fish were caught, we learned something new and we met others that you could always contact if you 
wanted any company another day.
 Those in attendance were Polly Bisaga, John Burge, Larry Willis, Janet Weidel, Jim Nelson, Frank Moran, Dan Prusia, Tim Carpenter, Bill Robinson, 
Tom Rosenow and a huge thank you to the Fish First crew: Mac Noble, Ryan Williams and Boti Tremmel for acting as clinic teachers for the fish-out. It 
was not by design, but in my opinion when they stepped up and shared their knowledge they made the fish-out that day better than I had expected.
Here is to tight-lines and fish-on everyone!!! CAF Fish-out Committee Tom Rosenow



Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fishout Schedule 2016
 This is where you can locate future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership.  These Club Fishouts are designed to 
give fly fishers the best opportunity to catch fish and enjoy the outdoors.  Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share 
their skills with others and you are only limited by willingness to become involved.  From selecting promising locations and time, to helping 
those members new to the sport, we try to make these trips fun, exciting and successful.  
 Tom Rosenow will be our new fishout leader.  If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and would 
like to lead your fellow CAF members for a day of fishing fun, and fellowship please contact Tom Rosenow.
This schedule may change depending on the fish bite or weather conditions.

Date Location Fishout Leader
January 2016 Baum Lake  Don Sleeper
Feb Open

Other ideas:  Floating Indicator Clinic, Float Tube Clinic, Fly Casting Clinic, Yuba River, Fort Bragg area Surf Fly fishing--- 
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Fly of the Month for 
December 2015
Bird of Prey Caddis

 In the book, “1,001 Pearls of Fishing Wisdom,” by Nick Lyons, he 
lists this quote by John McDonald taken from the introduction of “The 
Complete Fly Fisherman,” written in 1941. In it, McDonald says, “The 
trout fly of today grew out of the trout fly of yesterday.” Today’s Fly of 
the Month, the Bird of Prey Caddis, is a good example of that quote. 
The Bird of Prey was designed by Rick Anderson. A long time 
Northern California guide, he is currently the manager at Fly Fishing 
Specialties in Citrus Heights, just east of Sacramento. In talking to 
Rick, he says he came up with the fly in the early 1990’s. At that time, 
one of his favorite flies (and still a fly he likes) was Cal Bird’s Bird’s 
Nest. He started tying the Bird’s Nest in the normal way, on a hook 
like the TMC 3769. Along the way, he decided he liked the look of it 
tied on a TMC 2457. He liked the look of the curved, scud type hook, 
and also because it is a stronger hook than the 3769. As he began to 
tweak it, he kept the tail and collar material, but changed the thorax 
from dubbing material to Peacock herl. He also added a little flash, 
and the Bird of Prey grew out of the Bird’s Nest. Rick has an inter-
esting reason for coming up with the name. Because of the curved 
hook, the tail points almost straight down. He said if you look at the 
downturned tail, imagine the hook point to be out stretched talons, 
and slightly down turned look of the head focusing in on a target, you 
can see an Osprey, a bird of prey, about to hit the water for a fish. 
The fly is commercially tied by Montana Fly Company. Instead of his 
original Wood Duck Flank for the tail and collar, they use Partridge. 
I have also seen examples of it tied with natural Mallard Breast 
feathers. You, of course, are free to do what you want. In my instruc-
tions, I will list it as he originally developed it.
Hook: TMC2457 8 – 18, remember this is a 2X short hook, so a size 
14 refers to the hook gap,
while the size of the fly will be closer to a 16 or 18.
Thread: Black 8/0
Bead: Gold
Tail: Wood Duck
Rib: Pearl Flashabou
Abdomen: Haretron in brown, olive, black, tan, orange, or any other 
color you like
Collar, or Hackle, Wood Duck
Thorax, Peacock Herl

1. Debarb hook, and slip on bead. Secure hook in vise.
2. Start thread, and tie in tail. Wrap down the bend so the tail is 

pointing down.
3. Tie in the ribbing and tie it down to tail.
4. Apply the dubbing up to about the 2/3 point of the shaft.
5. Wrap the ribbing in open, spiral wraps and tie off. Clip off excess.
6. Apply the Wood Duck collar, trying to make sure it wraps all the 

way around the fly. Tie it back so it lies back towards the tail.
7. Tie in one or two Peacock Herls. Wrap them around the thread 

about four turns, and then, holding both the herl and the thread, 
wrap in the Thorax, filling in to the bead.

8. Whip finish behind the Bead, and trim the Thread.

Notes: Haretron is merely Hare’s Mask with some Antron mixed in. 
It is also called Hare’s Ear Plus. You can make your own by taking 
Hare’s Mask or Rabbit Fur and cutting a few 1/16 inch cuts of Antron 
or Ice Dub into it, and mixing it in your Dubbing Blender (also known 
as a coffee grinder…In a size 8, with an orange abdomen, the fly can 
be used for an October Caddis. There are many variations you can 
use, change the color of the ribbing…use a copper or black bead… 
etc. I used to tie on the 2457 a lot, but quit using it as much when 
Tiemco came out with the 2488, because I felt the straight eye opened 
up the hook a bit. However, I have always felt the are many variations 
you can use, change the color of the ribbing…use a copper or black 
bead… etc. I used to tie on the 2457 a lot, but quit using it as much 
when Tiemco came out with the 2488, because I felt the straight eye 
opened up the hook a bit. However, I have always felt the 2457 was 
one of the best holding hooks on the market when you set it into a fish.

Andy’s Embroidery will add the CAF logo and trout 
to shirts, jackets, pockets...enlarge it if needed for only $12.

Sierra Stream Fly Shop
Wants you to know they have plenty of fly lines (SA/REO); 
and, 25% off CLA Reels; Ross Reels discounted.
The new Magnum combo tool by Tie - Fast is out!
Happy Holidays! Lincoln

On the Road again…Nov 10th, 2015
By Don & Pat Sleeper
 This month fishing took us to Lake Picachos out of Mazatlan, Mexico fishing for a lot of Black Bass. 
There were eight of us mostly from Chico. First the good news…we “all” came back safely… Oh, did 
anyone catch any large bass??? Well, Yes! Lionel Valley caught the largest at over 8lbs (unable to weigh 
it) AND ! on a popper… Don came in at second place, but he caught 56 bass in one day, that included a 
3 hour siesta. We booked through Anglers Inn International with Billy Chapman. He runs the best service 
fishing destinations that we have ever visited. We had 5 star meals & fishing every day. The fun came 
with the staff running coffee to us at 4:45 each morning to wake us up; coming to breakfast with the chef 
cooking whatever we wanted for breakfast and then out on the water at 6 a.m. …what GREAT service at 
Anglers Inn, Lake Picachos , Mexico! And, always, with a smile! www.anglersinn.com With the Lake full 
of water and traveling through some of the canyons and ravens, it was like being in the Amazon espe-
cially seeing the diversified bird life and animals lurking around each bend on the shoreline. We saw 
wild burros, iguanas, and many different birds I’ve never seen before… Fishing was equally fun! Each 
day the eight of us came back with more and different exciting stories to tell: “you should have seen that 
BIG splash they made diving onto the popper;” “I can’t believe how long i fought a couple of them...then 
it went under the boat;” Like living a National Geographic Movie!..Beautiful! We’re going back January 
25, for top water if you want to go....call Pat 345-1197.

The crew that went. Notice the cast on Pat’s broken leg (broke in Chico). She averaged 30 fish a day...

Lionel Valley with a the big one.

The very neat resort with 8 cabins.



Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
(530-345-4261

BOARD MEMBERS
President:
Pat Sleeper ............................... 345-1197

Vice President
Larry Willis................................520-8556

Secretary:
Dave McKinney.........................570-1342

Treasurer:
Don Sleeper .............................. 345-1197

Board Members:
Eric See ....................................899-1918
Scott Joyce ..............................899-8500
Dana Miller ............................... 570-1184
Lance Gray ...............................517-2204
John Hamiter ............................ 809-1134
Dave Mckinney .........................570-1342

Youth Group Coordinator:
Jessica Wilkerson ...................................

Past President:
David McKinney........................570-1342

Committee Chairpersons:
Fish Master Tom Rosenow ......343-9249

Conservation ............... David McKinney

Web Master:
Don Sleeper and Richard Wilkerson

Fly Tying................................. Terry Mich

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper .............. 899-9856

Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz ............... 894-5220 
tytline@sbcglobal.net

CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com

Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
Don Sleeper ....................345-1197

LOCAL GUIDES

Ron Leger 
Custom Fish Carvings
530-343-5191
rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com
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Miller & Dean 
Real Estate Team
Coldwell Banker  
Dufour Realty
Dana Miller
530-570-1184

Frankie Dean  
530-717-3884

Past president of Chico Area Flyfishers

David W. McKinney, 
M.D., M.P.H.
Pre-Employment Physicals
Expanded Drug Screening
Workman’s Compensation
FAA/DOT Physicals
Spirometry/Respiratory Testing


