
Short Casts December 2019

CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS

Next meeting:  Wed. December 11th, 5:30 located at Round Table Pizza on Pillsbury, Chico

Our next meeting will be Wed, Dec 11, 2019; at 5:30 located at Round Table Pizza on Pillsbury, Chico.
I look forward to seeing you there and wishing everyone: “Happy Holidays”! 
Such a fast year! And, we’re getting ready for our annual Crab/shrimp Fund Raiser for Friday, March 6th, 2020.
As always, we appreciate your support coming to the dinner; helping with donations from yourself and friends; 
and, helping to get the word out about our event.  This year, we’ll be having some of our Vets from Project 
Healing Waters, coming to the event as well they are making things to help support their PHWFF, where they are 
learning to cast, tie flies, how to fish lakes and taken on outings for fishing.
In 2020, they will be learning to build their own rods; as well as continuing to learn fly tying; casting and such from, 
you, our members donating their time to help them with this learning and rehabilitating process...THANK YOU!!
As well we have a new list of fish outs located on the fish out page that you truly want to look at: our January 8th 

fish out has a cancellation. It could be yours at a discount. Call: Pat, 345-1197 or email her. 
We have a list of other fish outs listed as well.
I look forward to any questions you may have; and seeing you 
at the pizza feed: Wed, Dec 11, 5:30 on Pillsbury, Chico.
Happy Holidays!!

Sincerely, Pat Sleeper
345-1197

  

The Presidents Line 
By  

Lincoln Gray 
This month saw a return to the beautiful fall 
colors, cold mornings and steelhead fishing, 
trout fishing on local streams and lakes.  
Please do remember that this time of year is 
a exceptional time of year for fishing all your 
local waters.  Feather River, Lower        
Sacramento River, Butte Creek, Big Chico 
Creek, De Sabla Reservoir and many others 
and it is also the time of year that Baum 
Lake really gets going. 
This year the dinner date is March 6th, mark 
your calendars early.  If any of you would 
like to be involved in the dinner committee 
please drop me an email and I will get you 
on the list.  (lincoln@tie-fast.com)  Our first 
dinner committee meeting will be on        
December 4th at 5:30pm at Don & Pat 
Sleeper’s house. 
Do not forget that the general meeting in 
December is the Anchovy Feed at Round 
Table Pizza.  That is Thursday night the 
11th.  Also, if you get your reservations for 
the dinner in before the end of the year, you 
will be eligible for the Early Bird raffle. 
Like always, I hope all of you have a great 
Holiday Season.   
 
I look forward to seeing ALL of you at the 
Anchovy Feed.  

short casts                     December 2008  

General Meeting: Annual Anchovy feed 
at the Round Table Pizza in the Almond       

Orchard Shopping Mall Starts @ 6:30 pm 

Come Hungry, see you there! 

SECRETARIES SECRETS 
By 

Pat Sleeper 
 

 Meeting called to order:    
Lincoln Gray, President; @ Don and 

Pat Sleeper’s home – 5:30. 
 
Attending:  Joe Garza, Eric See, Dennis Boyd, 
Gonzo Gonzales, Don Sleeper, Pat Sleeper,      
Lincoln Gray, Scott Joyce & Scott Hood. 
Minutes of Sept, 2008 M/S/P Dennis/Eric. 
 

M/S/P  Joe/Pat Meetings will now be held on 
first and second Thursdays – General   
meeting being second Thursday of each 
month starting with the Anchovy feed in 
Dec. 

Hack Vance is now in charge of fly-tying swap. 
Gonzo will now be in charge of the library and 

to purchase DVD’s, etc. 
The annual dinner to be held March 6th this year 

at the Masonic Temple and Frank Spitari  
catering as usual…yum! 

Eric reported on the Big Chico Creek fishout for 
Nov. 16th, Sun.  Jeff Mott hosting. 

December advisory meeting will focus mainly 
on the March 6th Dinner planning @ Don 
and Pat’s anyone wishing to help is         
welcome. 

Special thanks to Rickey Mitchell for coming 
and speaking at our General Meeting on the 
diverse opportunities that come from      
combining the two arts of fly fishing and  
kayaking. 

Pat Sleeper 

Our youth program is in need of prizes for the Annual Dinner on March 6, 
2009. Flies, hats, leaders, tippets, rods reels, chest packs, tools, tying 
kits, $, take a child and parent on a fishout, teach a fly tying class.     
Anything that can be donated will be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Joe Garza at (530) 897-0978 if you are able to make a donation or if you 
know someone that can help with a donation. Thanks. 

CAF Minutes
12/03/2019
The meeting was called to order at 6:28 PM
President; Pat Sleeper 
Attendance; Eric, Don, Pat, Elden, Terry, David, Dana
Secretary report Previous minutes were approved seconded and 
passed
Meetings December meeting will be scheduled for December 11th 
@ 5:30 PM for pizza feed at Round table pizza.
January: Fishing Trip Show and Tell. Bring your best stories and  
photo-shopped Fish pics.
Treasurer, Don Sleeper Report was given. We are doing very 
well financially, better than the Government for sure.  
Treasurer’s report was reviewed, moved seconded and passed
Committee reports;
1. Fish outs; Elden Hinkle.  
2. Working on Fishout in May @ Wild Horse Reservoir in Nevada; 

May 16/17. Call Elden for details
 There will be a club wide fishout at Pyramid Lake in March 2020, 

this will be unguided this year 
3. Healing Waters; No new updates. Trying to find a venue for a 

Fishout for Healing Waters
4. Dinner Committee.  Date of the dinner 03/06/19. It is a Friday 

Night this year, due to a conflict so mark calendars and be aware of 
the different day of the week.  The Dinner is at the Masonic Lodge. 

New Business Proposal introduced by Don Sleeper to increase 
yearly donation to Almanor Fishing Association to $3000
Move/Sec/ Passed.
Eric Discussed adding additional fish tanks for Salmon in the Classroom 
project. We should still do this, but it is a lot of work for us (meaning 
Eric). Apparently, many Classrooms are technically challenged when it 
comes to aquariums, so we spend time maintaining them. We will look 
around for a service that can help do this; more to come.
Adjourned 7:30 PM
David McKinney Secretary CAF

The weather was perfect and the fish were hungry! We had six 
anglers who came out to help the preserve with the “Citizen Scientist 
Angler Report”. This is a form that they ask anyone to fill out when 
they fish in order to help document the species, hatchery vs wild fish 
and a report on other non-fish spotted. We were able to tell them 
that on this trip we only found wild rainbow trout and spotted three 
bears! They told us that had been a study done and they did see a 
few brown trout but none for us…. 
Ordinarily you would have to hike all the way from the gate and 
hike back out. Easily an 1.5 hour hike but Eli Goodsell, the manager, 
set us up with Mitch and Shelby. They were very informative and 
super accommodating.  Mitch had a 4 wheel drive diesel van and 
Shelby the Kubota to drive us down, move us a couple of times and 
pick us back up at the end of the day. They were so great with their 
time and dropped us off at what they thought were good locations. 
Everyone caught fish using Parachute Adams, Pheasant Tails, 
Frenchie’s and Black Leeches. However it was Guy Salcido who 
was the fish whisperer of the day and I’m not sure if he is giving up 
any of his secrets. Other than the fact that he is young and willing to 
move a lot!
The next time the club is invited to do this; do yourself a favor and 
go. It is so beautiful and of course the fishing is off the hook.

Chico Creek 
Ecological 
Preserve 
–Fish out 
Nov 9th
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Fishing in the Beautiful Month of January

Well, it is now the new year and a new season of fishing, 
by the way, do not just run out of the house without buying a 
new license, as I almost did. Fishing in January usually con-
sists a fisherman using a variety of highly specialized tech-
niques to catch a cold. A few of us, the ones who view this as 
an extreme sport, like to flirt with hypothermia, trench foot, 
and frost bite as well. There is something very special in my 
mind about fishing in conditions so cold that it would scare 

off most people, standing in a freezing river, hoping for an 
occasional fish. Some of this may be my general philosophy 
about steelhead fishing; You know, less is more.

As fate would have it, I was downtown at the outdoors 
store retuning some things when I happened upon a conver-
sation between a young man and the store clerk about winter 
fishing. It seems this pleasant fellow was off for his first steel-
head adventure and was seeking advise on footwear. He had 
already bought the usual things, boots, insulated waders, but 
was concerned that his feet would still be cold. The clerk was 

NAME:____________________________  NUMBER COST TOTAL
  Family Membership & One Dinner  $85.00 $_____
ADDRESS:__________________________ Each Additional Dinner $50.00 $_____
CITY:_______________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$500.___$200.  $_____
PHONE:____________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$100.___$50.  $_____
ZIP:________________________________  
  Table reservations for 8 people  $650. $_____
E-MAIL:____________________________  TOTAL…………. $_____
  Visa #_________________________________
ADDITIONAL NAMES: M/C#_________________________________
_________________________________ Signature:______________________________

__________________________________ Exp. Date & back #______________________

__________________________________

PURCHASE YOUR RESERVATIONS BEFORE Jan 31ST MAIL RESERVATION FORMS AND PAYMENT TO:
TO BE ENTERED INTO THE EARLY BIRD RAFFLE…… CAF – 1010 Lori Dr., CA 95973   
Questions: 530-345-1197
*Early bird dinner discount before Jan 31st
*Early bird raffle drawing: $250 ticket packet: value $540.00

DINNER RESERVATION FORM

CAF helps Sponsor:
Hooked on fishing
Salmon in the classroom
Sacramento River Preservation
CAL TIP

Almanor – Fisheries
Trinity – Fisheries
McCloud – Fisheries
Trout Unlimited N. CA
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CAF General Meeting Speaker List 2019
 CAF meets 9 months out of the year; and, presents a variety of exciting fl y fi shing-related programs throughout 
the year. The meet¬ings also include monthly fl y tying demonstrations, raffl e prizes, refreshments, and the very 
best stories about Northern California Fly fi shing. Meetings are being held on the second Wednesday of the 
month at “The California Park Pavilion”. We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting and hearing “your” 
fi shing stories! Fly tying is at 
6:30 p.m.; general meeting @ 7:30 p.m. Location: California Park Pavilion: 2565 California Park Drive Chico.

Date Speaker                      Program
Wed, Dec. 11 Round Table, Pizza

Wed, Jan .  8 Members share trips & pictures

Wed, Feb. 12 Montana guide, Mike Elliot; Madison River; tying fl ies as well.

Friday, March 6 CAF Crab Fundraiser Dinner; Masonic Lodge; 4:30 doors open

Chico Area Flyfi sher’s Fishout Schedule 2019
 Future outings that Chico Area Flyfi sher’s provide to its Membership:  These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fl y fi shers the best 
opportunity to catch fi sh and enjoy the outdoors.  Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share their skills with 
others and you are only limited by willingness to become involved.  From selecting promising locations and time, to helping those mem-
bers new to the sport, we try to make these trips fun, exciting and successful.  
 Elden Hinkle and Tom Rosenow are our fi sh-out leaders.  If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with 
others and would like to lead our fellow CAF members for a day of fi shing, and fellowship contact  Elden Hinkle  ehinkle@aaproduc-
tion.com or Tom Rosenow trosenow.chico@gmail.com
This schedule may change depending on the fi sh bite or weather conditions.

Date        Location                                             Fishout Leader 
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Jan 8-13, 2020 Lake Picachos, Mexico: 5 nights lodging/4 days fi shing.
 Cancellation: Call about discount: $200.pp Pat Sleeper (345-1197)
 psleeper@sbcglobal.net …..information: www.patsfl yfi shing.com

Jan 18th  Baum Lake ehinkle@aaproduction.com  (weather permitting)

March 14-15 Pyramid Lake, Club fi shout; Elden: ehinkle@aaproduction.com

May 9-16, 2020 Rooster fi shing: Sea of Cortez...... Prime time!! Openings
 Contact: Pat & Don:  www.patsfl yfi shing.com; 530-345-1197

May 16-17 Wild horse Reservoir Elden: ehinkle@aaproduction.com

May 27-?  Crane Prairie Lake, Oregon: Rock Creek campground 
 psleeper@sbcglobal.net

June 20,2020 Lake Almanor “Hex hatch” @ Frank Spitari’s in Almanor 
 RSVP: BBQ lunch included. Elden: ehinkle@aaproduction.com 

Aug 29 - Sep 5  Dorado fi shing: La Ventana, Mexico (3 seperate weeks available)

Sep 5 - 12 Exciting 7 nights/6 dys fi shing, meals, shuttle svc.   

Sep 12 - 19 Double occupancy; w/group. Information: 

Sep 19 - 26?? Don & Pat; 345-1197;   www.patsfl yfi shing.com

Nov TBD Big Chico Creek, Ecological Reserve; 



Peacock bass fi shing in Amazon, Brazil: 
By Don & Pat Sleeper.
We just returned from the most outstanding Amazon jungle, Brazil, peacock bass fi shing trip we have ever experienced!!!  There were 
8 fl y fi sherman and 8 hard ware fi shermen on this trip.  We fl ew out of SFO to Manaus; then, in a small 20 passenger plane; and, in 2 
hrs we landed on a jungle runway just outside a very small village. We then cruised up the Rio Negro River for some 80 miles towing 
8 bass boats and fi shing from them.  Our main mother ship was 113 feet long and four stories of pure fl oating luxury that included 
well-appointed suites with hot showers, two comfortable beds, and great air conditioning.  The gourmet chefs daily prepared delicious 
hors d’oeuvres, rib eye steaks or fi sh and other such entrees followed by desserts, usually delicious homemade ice creams.  Of course 
there was also a full open bar with top notch red and white wines available on demand as well as hard liquors.  
Everyone remarked that this was one of their best trips!! We’ll all say: “There was nothing to complain about!”  The weather was 
perfect: most days had an over cast, a few light sprinkles or down pores and a couple days of sunshine! Daily some of us swam in the 
river to cool off. 
We, the fl y fi shing group, landed over a 1000 peacock bass in the week; we even out fi shed the hard ware guys, kicked tail.  The 
largest was 15.4 lbs on fl y rods with others in this range caught on streamers; even a few on poppers; though, our main fl ies were 
streamers and clousers. We caught and released all of the peacock bass.
Only one broken fl y rod for this trip... It was an incredibly Great Adventure!
To see more pictures: www.patsfl yfi shing.com.

Sun set in the Amazon

Dann Moser Rob Ginno Jim Gaumer Don Sleeper Pat Sleeper

Gary Gaumer top fl y 
fi shing catch 15.4 lbs

Larry Willis Our home in the Amazon
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Fly of the Month for 
December 2019
¬Black and Purple Stone
By: Ray Narbaitz
Sometimes as I am looking for new patterns for the Fly of 
the Month, the track can take me in a circle through other 
patterns to get to the one I want.  Whether or not this is the 
same as running around in circles, I’ll leave up to others.
In May of last year, the FOTM was called Pat’s Plus.  It was 
a slight variation on Pat Bennet’s Rubber Legs.  In January 
of this year I featured the Purple Haze by Andy Carlson in 
which I pointed out his take on the value of the color purple 
for flies.  Carlson said tests show that purple is both the first 
and last color Trout can see as it moves down through the 
water column.  Circling through those two flies led me to this 
month’s FOTM which is an amalgamation of the two.  It has 
a bead like the Pat’s Plus and features the color purple.
Before tying the fly; a brief note about the hook.  It is rec-
ommended that it be tied on a Daiichi 1730.  This is a hook 
that has a bend about a third of the way back from the eye.  
Because the fly is heavily weighted, the slight kink gives the 
fly a better chance to ride hook up making it less likely to 
snag.  However, I am quite sure that tying it on a straight 
shank 3X long hook would do nothing to diminish the fly’s 
ability to catch fish.
Hook:  Daiichi 1730, 6 to 12, since Lance Egan came up with 
this fly; Umpqua has come up with the U106 which is the 
same style hook.
Bead:  Tungsten, Black, sized to fly
Thread: Purple or black, 6 or 8/0
Antennae:  Barred Purple Sexi Floss, also known as Span-
flex, Sili Legs, etc.
Weight: 10 to 15 wraps of .20 or .15 lead or lead free wire
Tail and Legs:  Same as Antennae
Body:  Purple and Black variegated Chenille, size small

1.  Debarb the hook, slip on the bead, and put the hook in 
the vise.

2.  Slide the bead back to the bend of the hook.
3.  Start your thread right behind the eye, using as few 

wraps as possible.  
4.  Take two pieces of the Sexi Floss and tie them in as 

Antennae.  Make sure they are split apart.  Again, use as 
few thread wraps as possible to tie them down.

5.  Cut off the excess, and whip finish the thread with two or 
three wraps behind the cut off Floss.  Cut off the thread.

6.  Slide the Bead back to the eye of the hook.  If you have 
avoided too much bulk, it should easily fit over the butt 
ends of the Antennae.

7.  Wrap the lead on the shank of the hook and slide it up 
tight to the bead.

8.  Start your thread right behind the lead and build up a 
small dam so the lead cannot slide back.  Then take your 
thread up the lead and wrap it back and forth a few 
times to make sure it can’t move.

9.  Wrap your thread back to the bend of the hook.  Take 
two strands of the Sexi Floss and tie them in as a tail, split 
like the Antennae.  Cut off the excess.

10. Strip the end of the Chenille so a small part of the core is 
showing.  Tie it in right at the bend of the hook and wrap 
it up to about the 2/3 point of the shank.  Tie it down 
there so you can lay it back out of the way.

11.  Tie a strand of the Sexi Floss on each side of the hook in 
what would be the Abdomen area.  Wrap the thread in 
such a manner that the Floss extends fore and aft and not 
just in a V as it would if it was tied down in just one spot.

12.  Wrap the Chenille up to the bead, using it to adjust the 
Floss so it points more or less in the direction you want.

13.  Tie down the Chenille, whip finish, and cut off your 
thread.

14.  Trim the Legs, Tail and Antennae.  You want them to be 
long enough to show movement, but not overly long.  The 
Antennae should be a little shorter than the Tail, and the 
Legs should be longer than the Tail.

Note:  A quick look at the Chenille and it looks mostly black.  
However, if you look more closely, you can see the purple in 
it…As noted above, the FOTM for May, 2019 was the Pat’s 
Plus.  I have started tying the Black and Purple Stone using 
the Pat’s Plus methods, since I find it to be an easier pattern 
to tie.  The materials stay the same in the B&P, but the tech-
nique is slightly different.  You may have to make a couple 
of minor adjustments because of the material difference, but 
it shouldn’t be a big deal.  If you don’t have the Pat’s Plus in 
your file, email me and I will send it to you.
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Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
530-345-4261
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