
CAF December 2021 News Letter

CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS

Next Meeting is Pizza Feed Wed, Dec 8th, 2021 

Hello CAF Members:
 As you know we did not have our annual fundraiser dinner in March 2021; but... we are scheduled to have it 
this next year: March 5, 2022. Our entire board has been giving priority to working out all the details to ensure 
it’ll be fun, as sanitary as possible, and a delicious Italian feast this coming year.  Our menu has changed due 
to the COVID infection affecting workers: Therefore, we are blessed to have Sons of Italy partnering with Italian 
Cottage to bring an Italian Feast this year. Bless them all for their incredibly hard work on this new venture and 
menu!!! Note the doors will open earlier at 4:00PM.  Thus, we’re hopeful to conclude the evening a little earlier. 
Rest assured; it’s still going to be a fun filled evening with some exciting fun new surprises!
 This past year I’ve been blessed with some incredibly fun trips: getting to know some of “you” our new and 
longtime CAF members...And, I look forward to continuing to have more fun meeting and fishing with more 

of you on the lakes, rivers or future fishing trips to any of our fish outs listed on our fish out page!!!  On that note, please feel free to sug-
gest a fishing location that “you” may want to share with members.  We’d love to have some new locations added to our yearly trips. I’m 
always open for questions and suggestions...thank you for thinking about it.
 John Crotty and Deb lost their Quail Lodge and home in Canyon Dam...John came and spoke to us about the devastation they per-
sonally encountered; as well as the devastated Greenville, Canyon Dam and other areas experienced. 
 John also updated us on just receiving 50,000 Eagle Lake 
Rainbows that they feed daily; and they are having four pens 
constructed to replace four of their 35-year-old pens.
 We are all about the fish pens and the rearing of new fish 
for Lake Almanor; the habitat on and around the lake that 
burned; our VETS and disabled American VETS; and the pos-
sibility of the lake water and hex hatch affected by the fire, they 
feel the hex hatch should not be affected.  John knows, “We’re 
always a call away.” Meaning not just Don and I; but our entire 
membership! I plan on keeping you, our members updated 
through these newsletters on how we as a club can help and 
provide updates.  Though we did give them some rods, fishing 
boxes and miscellaneous items for the Greenville VETS during 
the Veteran’s Day parade, Nov 11, 2021.  Jack Musick, who 
recently passed away, and Bev who donated them to our club 
for just this reason!!  Thank you, Jack and Bev Musick!!! We 
truly appreciate you, our members, for your thoughts on how 
we could additionally help.
 Also, the newsletters: I appreciate and enjoy receiving your 
pictures and stories for sharing in our newsletter. Just use this 
email address...thank you.
 I’m looking forward to seeing you all soon at any of our 
events!!! I have missed our Meetings and getting to see you 
all. Though we weren’t able to have income from our annual 
fundraiser dinner and membership dues this past year. CAF has 
continued to support our usual organizations through the year.   
We are accepting memberships for 2022 with our annual dinner 
fundraiser for March 5, 2022. 
 We are having fish outs; they are posted in this newsletter as 
well as our last-minute email blasts. Please enjoy them and fishing 
when you can... 
Sincerely, 
Pat Sleeper President, CAF

  

The Presidents Line 
By  

Lincoln Gray 
This month saw a return to the beautiful fall 
colors, cold mornings and steelhead fishing, 
trout fishing on local streams and lakes.  
Please do remember that this time of year is 
a exceptional time of year for fishing all your 
local waters.  Feather River, Lower        
Sacramento River, Butte Creek, Big Chico 
Creek, De Sabla Reservoir and many others 
and it is also the time of year that Baum 
Lake really gets going. 
This year the dinner date is March 6th, mark 
your calendars early.  If any of you would 
like to be involved in the dinner committee 
please drop me an email and I will get you 
on the list.  (lincoln@tie-fast.com)  Our first 
dinner committee meeting will be on        
December 4th at 5:30pm at Don & Pat 
Sleeper’s house. 
Do not forget that the general meeting in 
December is the Anchovy Feed at Round 
Table Pizza.  That is Thursday night the 
11th.  Also, if you get your reservations for 
the dinner in before the end of the year, you 
will be eligible for the Early Bird raffle. 
Like always, I hope all of you have a great 
Holiday Season.   
 
I look forward to seeing ALL of you at the 
Anchovy Feed.  

short casts                     December 2008  

General Meeting: Annual Anchovy feed 
at the Round Table Pizza in the Almond       

Orchard Shopping Mall Starts @ 6:30 pm 

Come Hungry, see you there! 

SECRETARIES SECRETS 
By 

Pat Sleeper 
 

 Meeting called to order:    
Lincoln Gray, President; @ Don and 

Pat Sleeper’s home – 5:30. 
 
Attending:  Joe Garza, Eric See, Dennis Boyd, 
Gonzo Gonzales, Don Sleeper, Pat Sleeper,      
Lincoln Gray, Scott Joyce & Scott Hood. 
Minutes of Sept, 2008 M/S/P Dennis/Eric. 
 

M/S/P  Joe/Pat Meetings will now be held on 
first and second Thursdays – General   
meeting being second Thursday of each 
month starting with the Anchovy feed in 
Dec. 

Hack Vance is now in charge of fly-tying swap. 
Gonzo will now be in charge of the library and 

to purchase DVD’s, etc. 
The annual dinner to be held March 6th this year 

at the Masonic Temple and Frank Spitari  
catering as usual…yum! 

Eric reported on the Big Chico Creek fishout for 
Nov. 16th, Sun.  Jeff Mott hosting. 

December advisory meeting will focus mainly 
on the March 6th Dinner planning @ Don 
and Pat’s anyone wishing to help is         
welcome. 

Special thanks to Rickey Mitchell for coming 
and speaking at our General Meeting on the 
diverse opportunities that come from      
combining the two arts of fly fishing and  
kayaking. 

Pat Sleeper 

Our youth program is in need of prizes for the Annual Dinner on March 6, 
2009. Flies, hats, leaders, tippets, rods reels, chest packs, tools, tying 
kits, $, take a child and parent on a fishout, teach a fly tying class.     
Anything that can be donated will be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Joe Garza at (530) 897-0978 if you are able to make a donation or if you 
know someone that can help with a donation. Thanks. 

Chico Area Flyfishers’
Minutes 11/22/2021
Called to Order 6:00 PM by Pat Sleeper, President
November Meeting is being held early to start Dinner planning 
and to approve awards presentation. In attendance. Pat Sleeper, 
Don Sleeper, Elden Hinkle, Pat Hallin, David McKinney, Li-onel 
Valley, Jerry Stevenson.
Secretary Report; David McKinney. Minutes Published in 
Newsletter. Accepted as published Moved, Seconded. Passed.
Treasures Report. Don Sleeper
Accepted. Moved, Seconded. Passed Dave/Jerry.
Currently purchasing items for the Dinner meeting. Accounts 
otherwise stable
Vice President’s Report
Upcoming meetings without any changes, published in the news-
letter. Round Table Pizza Feed 12/08/2021
Fishouts:
Pyramid Lake with Elden Hinkle in March.
Luk Lake April 16th CAF
Dates pending for Pingatore Ranch
Burney Falls 04/23-25 with Eric See opener.
Eric to work on our salmon in a classroom, teacher, needs a new 
chiller; MSP Lionel/Don
Outreach.  Outreach co-chair, Pat Hallin working on donor list 
for the dinner.
Dinner: Remember This years Dinner is March 5th, a Saturday. 
Doors open at 4:00 PM.  Staff for Check-in table confirmed
Decorations reviewed, and we always need support staff to set 
up for the Dinner on Sat-urday. Contact any Board Member.
Fish pictures: Will be on display as per usual. Please send new 
and interesting ones to Er-ic See; this includes any video clips.
Adjourned 8:19 PM David McKinney Sec. CAF



NAME:____________________________  NUMBER COST TOTAL
  Family Membership & One Dinner  $70.00 $_____
ADDRESS:__________________________ Each Additional Dinner  $35.00 $_____
CITY:_______________________________ Meatballs and Pasta____or Lasagna____
  Raffle ticket packets      ___$500.___$200.  $_____
PHONE:____________________________ Raffle ticket packets      ___$100.___$50.  $_____
ZIP:________________________________ Chico Creek Rye 50th CAF Private Barrel Bottle     $60.00     $_____
  Bottle pick up after the dinner

Table reservations for 8 people   $500. $_____
E-MAIL:____________________________  TOTAL…………. $_____
  Visa #_________________________________
ADDITIONAL NAMES: M/C#_________________________________
_________________________________ Signature:______________________________

__________________________________ Exp. Date & back #______________________

PURCHASE YOUR RESERVATIONS BEFORE Jan 31ST MAIL RESERVATION FORMS AND PAYMENT TO:
TO BE ENTERED INTO THE EARLY BIRD RAFFLE…… CAF – 1010 Lori Dr., CA 95973   
Questions: 530-345-1197
*Early bird dinner discount before Jan 31st
*Early bird raffle drawing: $250 ticket packet: value $540.00

 DINNER RESERVATION FORM

CAF helps Sponsor:
Hooked on fishing
Salmon in the classroom

PHWFF (Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing)

Almanor – Fisheries

Authentic, Handmade Italian Meatballs and Pasta or Lasagna.

50th Diamond Anniversary Annual Fund Raiser Dinner
Saturday- March 5th, 2022 @ 4:00
Masonic Center - W. East Ave

Sons of Italy are partnering with Italian Cottage for our Dinner!
*CAF 50th Anniversary Fundraiser, Chico Creek Rye 50th CAF Private Barrel 
(Donated by Golden Beaver Distillery)
 Dave Scadden Zonker Lo Pro pontoon boat, Lots of Rods, Reels, Flyfishing Supplies, Ladies  
 Prizes, Guide Trips and Other Prizes and Always ... Surprizes!!

One Dinner & a Family Membership...$70.00
                               *early bird discount by Jan 31.........$65.00

Each additional Dinner...$35.00
                               *early bird discount by Jan 31.........$30.00

CAF is a 501c organization



Chico creek rye whiskey

chico creek rye whiskey is a 
smooth and balanced pour 
with a 95% Rye and 5% barley 
mash bill Aged for at least 3 
years in New American White 
oak barrels. the Hints of spice 
mingled with notes of oak give 
this rye whiskey a flavorful 
body with a sweet finish, 
perfect for those that are 
new to enjoying rye whiskey. 
chico creek rye is blended 
and bottled at 90 proof here 
at golden beaver distillery.
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Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fishout Schedule 2021-22
 Future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership: These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fly fishers the best 
opportunity to catch fish and enjoy the outdoors. Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share their skills with others 
and you are only limited by willingness to become involved. From selecting promising locations and times, to helping those members new 
to the sport, we try to make these trips fun, exciting and successful. But…It’s up to “you” to ask for help, if you desired to learn.
 If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and would like to lead our fellow CAF members 
for a day of fishing, and fellowship contact Elden Hinkle ehinkle@aaproduction.com, Don Sleeper dnsleeper@gmail.com, Pat Sleeper 
psleeper@sbcglobal.net, Eric See eric.see@water.ca.gov and Tom Rosenow trosenow.chico@gmail.com who are our fish-out leaders.
This schedule may change depending on the fish bite or weather conditions and COVID 19 VIRUS status!!!.
 
Date     Location               Fishout Leader 
Jan 12–17, 2022 Picachos bass Lake, Mexico: Pat Sleeper 345-1197, 
 psleeper@sbcglobal.net 

March 5th, 2022     CAF annual Fundraiser dinner: Masonic Lodge 4:00pm  psleeper@sbcglobal.net

March 21, 22 2022 Pyramid fish out Elden Hinkle-ehinkle@aaproduction.com

April 16th Luk Lake ½ day/morning fish out:    Cost: $40. Pp (cash/check)
 Rosenow trosenow.chico@gmail.com

April 23-25 Burney Falls – Eric See eric.see@water.ca.gov

June 25 CAF Hex Hatch fish out BBQ

Sep 3-10 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197-psleeper@sbcglobal.net

Sep 10-17 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197-www.patsflyfishing.com

Sep 17-24 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197 

CAF General Meeting “Speakers” 2021
We truly look forward to seeing you at our next meeting; and, hearing “your” fly fishing stories! Your excitement is ours!
CAF meets 9 months out of the year; and, presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout each year. Each meeting 
includes: monthly fly-tying demonstrations; variety of raffle prizes; refreshments; and, the very best stories about Northern California Fly 
fishing from our members. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month; location: “The California Park Pavilion” on  
California Park Dr, Chico, CA. Live Fly-tying presentations: 6:30 p.m. @ General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Date   Speaker           Program
Dec 8  Pizza feed 

Jan 12  Members Share their fishing trips with pictures and stories

Feb 9,  Jim Early: Department of Fish and Wildlife

March 5th  CAF 50th “Diamond Anniversary Fundraiser dinner”

              Sons of Italy Partnering with Italian Cottage. Please See flyer in this News Letter.
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Fly of the Month, 
December 2021
Holographic Buzzer
By: Ray Narbaitz

 The history of Fly Fishing goes back for millennia.  In our 
country’s recent history, it migrated from England to the U.S.  
It underwent further evolution as it moved from the East to the 
West.  The beautiful, delicate Catskill type Mayflies of the East 
didn’t do well in our more brawling Western waters.  How-
ever, some of the flies that came here from England still work 
today.  A good example is the Pheasant Tail, a pattern devel-
oped by Mr. Sawyer, a Ghillie on a private fishery.
So, we can still learn from our Fly Fishing brethren in the 
British Isles.  This is particularly true when it comes to stillwater 
fishing.  The vast majority of the best moving water fishing in 
the British Isles is privately controlled and is strictly a pay to 
play game.  The majority of the stillwater fishing is open to the 
public, and because of that, the Brits are considered among 
the best stillwater fishers around.
 Like here, the Brits use a lot of Midge patterns in their 
fishing.  There, they call them Buzzers.  Midges are from the 
same family as Mosquitos, thus the “buzzer” name.  Fortu-
nately, unlike Mosquitos, they don’t bite.  Also, like here, there 
are a zillion different patterns used to imitate the bug.  The 
Holographic Buzzer is the creation of a Brit who ties under his 
company name, Mak Flies.  His given name is Arshad Kahn.  
He has a lot of pattern videos on You Tube and sells his flies 
on eBay.  He says he has been designing flies for fishing in 
England for 15 years.  He says the pattern is particularly good 
in the winter when fish like a little more flash, but it also works 
any time of year.  It’s just more effective in the winter.
 I have to admit, I didn’t choose the fly for this month’s 
FOTM for any of its fish catching abilities.  I just thought it was 
a really cool looking fly, and fun to tie.  I also have no doubts 
that it will work.
Hook:  Short shank Scud hook 12 to 20 (in the picture it’s on a 
TMC 2457)
Thread:  Black 8/0 Uni
Abdomen: Tying thread
Rib: Red Holographic Tinsel
Thorax:  Tying Thread
Cheeks:  Red Holographic Tinsel
Wing Case: Pearl Opal Tinsel
Finish:  UV Resin

1 Debarb your hook and place it in the vise.
2 Start your thread at the eye and wrap it back in touching 

wraps to about the 2/3 point.  Tie in your ribbing material 
and wrap it back down the bend a bit.

3 Wrap your thread back up the shank in even wraps, leaving 
about a third of the shank for the Thorax.  Make sure you 
have enough room to make a pronounced Thorax.

4 Spiral wrap the ribbing material up to the Thorax, tie it 
down and clip off the excess.

5 Using your thread, wrap back and forth to make a football 
shaped Thorax.  Try not to crowd the eye too much.

6 Take a strip of the Holographic Tinsel and tie it in on one side 
of the Thorax, with the Tinsel pointed toward the back of the 
fly.  Do the same thing on the other side.  Check to make sure 
they will pull back on the sides of the Thorax, and not the top 
or bottom.

7 Tie in a strip of the Opal Tinsel (thin Flashabou would work 
too) on top of the shank, again making sure it is on top and 
not off to a side.

8 Pull the two strips for the cheeks forward and tie them off. 
Just use a couple of wraps at first, adjust the strips to get them 
as close to straight along the sides as you can, and tie them 
down.

9 Pull the Wing Case Tinsel straight over the top and tie it down.  
Again, tie it with a couple of wraps, adjust it so it is straight 
over the top, pull it tight and tie it off.

10  Trim the excess of all three pieces of Tinsel.  Whip finish and 
cut off your thread.

11 Put a thin layer of the Resin around the Thorax and cure it.  
The key word here is thin.

12 Now put a thin layer over the entire fly, including the Thorax 
again, and cure it, and the fly is done.

Notes:  Kahn says red is his favorite color for the tinsel, but other 
colors also work, particularly chartreuse…For the ribbing, I used 
Sulky Holoshimmer.  It’s a little more durable.  It also comes in 
250 yard spools, so you’ll only have to buy it once…Depending 
on the size of your fly, you will have to adjust the size of the 
tinsel.  As an example, medium will work for the wing case on 
the larger sizes, but as you get smaller, you will have to go to the 
small size.
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Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
530-345-4261

BOARD MEMBERS
President:
Pat Sleeper ...................................345-1197

Vice President
Larry Willis................................ ...520-8556

Secretary:
Dave McKinney......................... ...570-1342

Treasurer:
Don Sleeper .................................345-1197

Board Members:
Eric See ........................................899-1918
Scott Joyce ..................................899-8500
Dana Miller ...................................570-1184
Dave Mckinney ............................570-1342
Jerry Stevenson ............................345-7389
Lionel Valley ..................................321-2481
Mike Pickering .................................521-0710

Past President:
David McKinney ..........................570-1342

Committee Chairpersons:
Membership Director Jerry Stevenson
Fish Master Tom Rosenow ........520-3053
Fish Master Elden Hinkle ...........518-4680
Conservation Pat Hallin ...............518-5031
Web Master: ...........................Don Sleeper

David W. McKinney, California.530-534-5135

Project Healing Waters 
Pete Wiik...............................530-520-9495

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper.................899-9856

Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz .................894-5220 
tytline@sbcglobal.net

CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com

Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
Don Sleeper .....................345-1197

LOCAL GUIDES

Ron Leger 
Custom Fish Carvings
530-343-5191
rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com

Chico Miller  
Home Team

Dana Miller
530-570-1184

Frankie MIller  
530-717-3884

Past president of Chico Area Flyfishers

David W. McKinney, 
M.D., M.P.H.
Pre-Employment Physicals
Expanded Drug Screening
Workman’s Compensation
FAA/DOT Physicals
Spirometry/Respiratory Testing


