
Short Casts June 2016

CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS

Our next meeting is @ Calif. Park Pavilion, Wed, at 6:30 w/Blake tying and 7:30 speaking.

President Line
by Pat Sleeper 
 Summer is HERE and what a wonderful 
year we, CAF, has had! We’ve brought 
new members onto the board; new fish 
outs have been created; we had a fun filled 
dinner/fundraiser due to your support; our 
attendance at our General meetings have 
increased immensely; we’ve enlisted more 

“new” speakers to speak at our General Meeting; we moved to Cali-
fornia Park Pavilion with more parking and meeting space; and, without 
“you” our members support; and, our board, it wouldn’t be possible...
thank you all!
But, now we’re going to take a two month break. As with every year for 
two months we won’t have a news letter or General meeting at California 
Park Pavilion. Though we will still have communication for the June 25th, 
Scott Joyce Hex Hatch fishout; and, the July 16th Pingatori bass pond 
fishout. We will be resuming September 14th with our monthly Gen-
eral meetings and newsletters. See you soon, June 8th, for a General 
Meeting at 7:30 and fly tying at 6:30.
If i don’t see you, have a wonderful summer!!
Pat Sleeper
President, CAF

  

The Presidents Line 
By  

Lincoln Gray 
This month saw a return to the beautiful fall 
colors, cold mornings and steelhead fishing, 
trout fishing on local streams and lakes.  
Please do remember that this time of year is 
a exceptional time of year for fishing all your 
local waters.  Feather River, Lower        
Sacramento River, Butte Creek, Big Chico 
Creek, De Sabla Reservoir and many others 
and it is also the time of year that Baum 
Lake really gets going. 
This year the dinner date is March 6th, mark 
your calendars early.  If any of you would 
like to be involved in the dinner committee 
please drop me an email and I will get you 
on the list.  (lincoln@tie-fast.com)  Our first 
dinner committee meeting will be on        
December 4th at 5:30pm at Don & Pat 
Sleeper’s house. 
Do not forget that the general meeting in 
December is the Anchovy Feed at Round 
Table Pizza.  That is Thursday night the 
11th.  Also, if you get your reservations for 
the dinner in before the end of the year, you 
will be eligible for the Early Bird raffle. 
Like always, I hope all of you have a great 
Holiday Season.   
 
I look forward to seeing ALL of you at the 
Anchovy Feed.  

short casts                     December 2008  

General Meeting: Annual Anchovy feed 
at the Round Table Pizza in the Almond       

Orchard Shopping Mall Starts @ 6:30 pm 

Come Hungry, see you there! 

SECRETARIES SECRETS 
By 

Pat Sleeper 
 

 Meeting called to order:    
Lincoln Gray, President; @ Don and 

Pat Sleeper’s home – 5:30. 
 
Attending:  Joe Garza, Eric See, Dennis Boyd, 
Gonzo Gonzales, Don Sleeper, Pat Sleeper,      
Lincoln Gray, Scott Joyce & Scott Hood. 
Minutes of Sept, 2008 M/S/P Dennis/Eric. 
 

M/S/P  Joe/Pat Meetings will now be held on 
first and second Thursdays – General   
meeting being second Thursday of each 
month starting with the Anchovy feed in 
Dec. 

Hack Vance is now in charge of fly-tying swap. 
Gonzo will now be in charge of the library and 

to purchase DVD’s, etc. 
The annual dinner to be held March 6th this year 

at the Masonic Temple and Frank Spitari  
catering as usual…yum! 

Eric reported on the Big Chico Creek fishout for 
Nov. 16th, Sun.  Jeff Mott hosting. 

December advisory meeting will focus mainly 
on the March 6th Dinner planning @ Don 
and Pat’s anyone wishing to help is         
welcome. 

Special thanks to Rickey Mitchell for coming 
and speaking at our General Meeting on the 
diverse opportunities that come from      
combining the two arts of fly fishing and  
kayaking. 

Pat Sleeper 

Our youth program is in need of prizes for the Annual Dinner on March 6, 
2009. Flies, hats, leaders, tippets, rods reels, chest packs, tools, tying 
kits, $, take a child and parent on a fishout, teach a fly tying class.     
Anything that can be donated will be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Joe Garza at (530) 897-0978 if you are able to make a donation or if you 
know someone that can help with a donation. Thanks. 

Vice President 
Report

 
On Wed, June 8, 2016 at 7:30 
Blake Merwin from Alaska will be 
our speaker.
Blake opened the brick and mortar 
Gig Harbor Fly Shop in March of 
2009 after starting the business as 
Wilderness Angler.com in 2004. 

He enjoys exploring new aspects of fly fishing. He guides Puget Sound 
for sea-run cutthroat and salmon by kayak as well as on the beach 
in the spring, summer, and fall. In the winter and spring he guides 
for steelhead.
He’s an avid fly tier and gets a kick out of traveling to far-away fly 
fishing destinations.
He loves music (music degree and plays-has played the guitar, bass, 
piano and trombone) and has been overheard saying “Once upon 
a time, I was a guitar player in a metal band but traded it up for the 
care-free, laid back lifestyle of a small business owner.”

Please e-mail Larry Willis, willislaw43@gmail.com, if you have  
suggestions for speakers or call at (530)520-8556

Fishout at Crater Lake - Bailey Creek Lodge
By Don Sleeper
 Bailey Creek Lodge is an outstanding get away that is within 60 miles of
Chico and it offers some fantastic fly fishing opportunities. It has everything to
offer us for fly fishing. The hospitality is outstanding. Five of us had a wonderful
time at the lodge. We fixed our meals, which saved us some bucks. We caught a
lot of outstanding rainbows on dry flies and some enormous bass (up to eight lbs
on the upper lake). We’ll be having a fish out there for up to 10 rods @ $100. per
rod in Oct. We will be there again soon!! www.baileycreeklodge.com

Elden on a float tube

Another nice rainbow that took a floating blue 
damsel fly.

Nice Bass from the upper pond and not the 
biggest..



Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fishout Schedule 2016
Future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership:  These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fly fishers the best opportunity to 
catch fish and enjoy the outdoors.  Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share their skills with others and you are only 
limited by willingness to become involved.  From selecting promising locations and time, to helping those members new to the sport, we try to make 
these trips fun, exciting and successful.  
Tom Rosenow will be our new fish-out leader with Elden Hinkle.  If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and 
would like to lead your fellow CAF members for a day of fishing fun, and fellowship please contact Tom Rosenow at trosenow.chico@gmail.com.
This schedule may change depending on the fish bite or weather conditions.

Date          Location Fishout Leader
June 25: Hex hatch  Scott Joyce
Hex hatch with Scott Joyce: please RSVP trosenow.chico@gmail.com. 

July 16th Pingatori fishout, bass fishing 
Please RSVP trosenow.chico@gmail.com.

Sept 6-13th: Sea of Cortex Fishing Pat Sleeper
Sea of Cortez fishing...you won’t believe the low price.  psleeper@sbcglobal.net - FULL

Sep 30 Oct 1: Pyramid Lake opener. Tom Rosenow 
Clinic w/Doug Ouelette at Pyramid Lake: opener.

Oct 16th Bailey Creek lodge fishout for the day  
@ $100. per rod and a 10 rod/person max. RSVP Elden

Jan 30th-Feb 4th, 2017 Picachos, Mexico Pat Sleeper
Full
Other ideas:  Floating Indicator Clinic, Float Tube Clinic, Fly Casting Clinic, Yuba River, Fort Bragg area Surf Fly fishing--- 
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Pontoon Boat FOR SALE:
I have an 8ft pontoon boat (Bucks Bag Southfork Model) for sale and in 
very good shape (no leaks and fast on the water) asking $550 to CAF 
members (current retail $900 thru Bucksbags.com) . Includes pontoon, 
weatherproof storage pocket, 6 ft aluminum breakdown oars with 
molded rubber anchor stops, large rear cargo deck, 1 rod holder, strip-
ping apron, anchor assembly and anchor, weight capacity 325 lbs. The 
Southfork has a proven track record and is considered the industries 
fines 8’ pontoon boat. I will throw in the ceiling mount pulley system to 
hang in your garage. Does not include pump. If interested I can be con-
tacted at joekelly1001@gmail.com or 530.514.5060 thanks.

CAF General Meeting Speaker List 2016
 CAF meets 10 months out of the year and presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout the 
year. The meetings also include monthly fly tying demonstrations, raffle prizes, refreshments, and the very best info and 
lies about Northern California Fly fishing. Meetings are being held on the second  Wednesday of the month at The Cali-
fornia Park Pavilion. We look forward to see you at our next meeting and hearing “your” fishing stories! Fly tying begins 
at 6:30 p.m.; general meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Location: California Park Pavilion: 2565 California Park Drive Chico.

Date Speaker Program
June 8th   Blake Merwin   Puget Sound, WA 
Alaska: flyfishingblake@gmail.com

July/Aug no meeting
Sep    Mike Kossow
Oct    Henry Lomeli
Nov  Almanor fishing Association
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Fly of the Month for 
May 2016
Barr’s Bouface
Fly of the Month, June 2016
By: Ray Narbaitz
This month, as I did last month, I’m stealing from the creative mind of 
John Barr for the Fly of the Month. While last month’s fly was small (it 
looked big in the picture, but the fly itself was a size 20), this month’s 
fly will not put a strain on your magnifiers. While Barr’s reputation is 
based on the wide variety of Trout flies he has originated, he is also 
a big fan of Bass fishing. Since we are well into warmer weather, I 
thought we would tie a Bass fly since the fishing for them should be 
pretty good right now.
The Bouface (so called because the face of the fly is Marabou) has an 
interesting history. Barr originally tied it as a Pike fly. Like a lot of Bass 
or Pike flies, it is based on a conventional tackle lure, in this case, a 
plastic or rubber worm. It uses Rabbit Fur and Marabou as its main 
ingredients, which gives it a lot of movement in the water. As it went 
through its various manifestations, he used several different hooks 
and materials. When he started catching Bass as well as Pike on it, he 
changed things a little, and eventually came up with another version 
for Trout, using different hooks and Pine Squirrel instead of Rabbit. I’ll 
save that for another time, this time we will stick with the Bass version. 
You can also use different types of hooks. I’m going with the Tiemco 
Bass Stinger hook, because I like the wide gap. Some people are a 
little leery of it because it looks like it has a fairly fine wire. Barr used 
it on his original Pike version, and talks about landing a 29 pound 
Pike on it. I figure if it can handle that, it should be good for Bass. 
However, don’t be afraid to use another type of hook, including Jig 
Hooks. Barr ties it with a Bead, but I think it would be a good looking 
fly with a Cone Head as well.
Hook: TMC8089, these come in both silver and brass color, and 
come in sizes 2, 6, 10 and 12. It’s your choice.
Bead: Nickel or Black either a Bead or Cone
Thread: Black 6/0
Wing/Tail: Black Rabbit Strip
Flash: Pearl Flashabou
Head: Rabbit Dubbing
 
1. Debarb the hook and slide on the bead or cone.
2. Start your thread at the bead and lay down a tightly wrapped 

thread base all the way to the back of the hook, stopping with 
your thread hanging down about even with the barb.

3. Take the rabbit strip and lay it so it runs from the back of the hook 
to just past the bead. Wet your fingers, and part the hair at the 
thread. Tie the strip down with several, tight wraps of thread.

4. Lift the rabbit strip out of the way and wrap back up to just short 
of the bead. Again, part the hair making sure the strip is pulled 

tight from the back; tie it down with tight wraps of thread. Try to 
make sure you do not tie down any hair on either the front or 
back tie down.

5. Trim the excess strip as closely as you can. You should have an 
eye length or two behind the bead.

6. Take two long strands of Flashabou, and tie them in behind the 
bead with half of them on either side. Pull back the strands on the 
near side of the hook and tie them down so they stay along the 
side of the fly. Do the same thing with the other strands on the far 
side of the fly.

7. Take a bushy Marabou feather and measure it so the tips 
extend to just about the point of the hook. Try to avoid Mar-
abou with those wispy little tips. You want them to be full and 
bushy.

8. Holding the Marabou at the measured length, tie it down with 
a couple of loose wraps. Let the thread tension spin it around a 
little. If that doesn’t fully do it, twist it with your fingers a little, so it 
covers the top half of the fly.

9. Take another feather and do the same for the bottom half of the 
fly.

10. Finish tying down the Marabou, and trim it off close to the bead.
11. Take some of the rabbit fur off of a strip, and dub a head to cover 

up the tie off area of the Marabou.
12. Whip finish right behind the bead and cut off the thread.
13. Trim the back of the rabbit strip so it is a hook shank length 

beyond the bend of the hook.
14. Trim the Flashabou so it is just slightly longer than the tail.
 
Notes: The fly can be tied in other colors. Olive and Brown work well, 
and Barr uses Gold Flashabou with them…It also does not neces-
sarily have to be just one color. Chartreuse rabbit with black Marabou 
would work. Another variation would be white with red Marabou…
If you are fishing in an area with high weed growth you can tie 
it without the bead so it sinks more slowly and can glide over the 
weeds…If letting it drop to deeper water, watch your line, the fish like 
to take it on the drop.

The Fly Shop @ 4140 Churn Creek Rd, Redding, CA
TROUT SEASON OPENING DAY CELEBRATION! There is such a thing as a free lunch!
The fly shop’s annual Opening Day Celebration will be on Friday, April 29th,  
10:30 am - 4:30 PM.
Celebrating 38 yrs. in business! Guests will be treated by The Fly Shop to a wonderful 
lunch with all the trimmings. Meet the staff and see their local author Steven T. Callan 
“The Game Warden’s Son”.



Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
(530-345-4261

BOARD MEMBERS
President:
Pat Sleeper ...................................345-1197

Vice President
Larry Willis................................520-8556

Secretary:
Dave McKinney.........................570-1342

Treasurer:
Don Sleeper .................................345-1197

Board Members:
Eric See ........................................899-1918
Scott Joyce ..................................899-8500
Dana Miller ...................................570-1184
Lance Gray ..................................517-2204
John Hamiter ...............................809-1134
Dave Mckinney .........................570-1342

Youth Group Coordinator:
Jessica Wilkerson ......................................

Past President:
David McKinney........................570-1342

Committee Chairpersons:
Fish Master .Tom Rosenow .......343-9249

Conservation ..................David McKinney

Web Master:
Don Sleeper and Richard Wilkerson

Fly Tying................................. Terry Mich

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper.................899-9856

Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz .................894-5220 
tytline@sbcglobal.net

CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

FISHING REPORTS
www.fishfirst.com

Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
Don Sleeper .....................345-1197

LOCAL GUIDES

Ron Leger 
Custom Fish Carvings
530-343-5191
rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com
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Miller & Dean 
Real Estate Team
Coldwell Banker  
Dufour Realty
Dana Miller
530-570-1184

Frankie Dean  
530-717-3884

Past president of Chico Area Flyfishers

David W. McKinney, 
M.D., M.P.H.
Pre-Employment Physicals
Expanded Drug Screening
Workman’s Compensation
FAA/DOT Physicals
Spirometry/Respiratory Testing

Andy’s Embroidery will add 
the CAF logo and trout to shirts, jackets, 
pockets...enlarge it if needed for only $12.


