
 
CAF June 2022 News Letter 

Next General Meeting, October 12th 7:30 pm California Park Pavilion (6:30 pm for Fly Tying) 

 President’s Line 

We have a Hex Hatch BBQ's coming up: June 25th at: 
Pat Hallin's - 307 Maidu, Almanor.  
Time: 4 pm.  

Fishing the Hex Hatch after. There is no cost for any of this, the BBQ and fishing, but 
please, RSVP to: Pat Sleeper - psleeper@sbcglobal.net .  
You can do a return send on this news letter - thank you!!! 

 
Also we have a BBQ and fishing at Pingatori's bass lake in Durham: July 16th @ 8:30am. Please contact Pat 
Sleeper RSVP @ psleeper@sbcglobal.net We NEED the numbers for the food count...thank you so much. 
 
Our last speaker guide: Mark Antonamian, was one of our best speakers ever! He sure knows that lake 
Almanor!!!! I see why they say: the mysterious, allusive man in the black boat!  We went out fishing with him 
two days later...I caught the largest brown I've ever caught weighing in @: 10.5 lbs and 29 inches long. Picture 
and story next pages!!!  
 
Yes... he's coming back to talk about Eagle Lake Oct 12, 2022. I'm not  miss this talk, hope you don't either!!!!! 
Who? Mark Antonamian, the black boat guide. 
 
Please note Almanor Fishing Association is having their annual Veterans fishing day, June 25, 2022. Please 
contact Deb at 707-845-2493. If you are interested in participating and want to help by taking a Veteran or are 
a veteran and want to fish free  on Lake Almanor June 25th, then call Deb at 707-845-2493 It's about helping a 
Veteran...thank you!!!!. At the end, all the boats gather at Flag island for a group get-to-gather! 
 
Have a wonderful summer!!! We are set up at California Park Pavilion for the next year's CAF General 
meetings for the second Wednesday of almost each month depending on pizza feed, March fundraiser and 
summer break.  Our next meeting is elections...besides Mark talking about Eagle Lake. If you are interested in 
a position on the board, please give me a call.. 530-228-9197, any position, thank you!!!  We have the best 
members possible!!! Please go out and have fun this summer!!! I look forward to seeing you back  in October 
and hearing your stories!!!  Sincerely, Pat Sleeper, President, CAF 
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CAF General Meeting “Speakers” 2022 - 2023 

We truly look forward to seeing you at our next meetings; and, hearing “your” fly fishing stories! Your excitement is 

ours! CAF meets 8 months out of the year; and, presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout 

each year. Each General meeting includes: monthly fly-tying demonstrations; variety of raffle prizes; refreshments; and, 

the very best stories about Northern California Fly fishing from our members. Meetings are held on the second 

Wednesday of the month; location: “The California Park Pavilion” on California Park Dr, Chico, CA. 

Live Fly-tying presentations: 6:30 p.m. @ General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Date Speaker  Program 

2022 Oct 12th (Wed) Mark Antaramian: Eagle Lake talk 

 Almanor’s allusive black boat 

Nov 9th (Wed) Jim Early  Pyramid Lake update 

 Fish Biologist 

 Habitat Restoration coordinator 

 U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Dec. 14th (Wed) Pizza feed 

2023 Jan 11th (Wed) Sharing “your” flyfishing trips w/pictures 

Feb 8th (Wed)  Open 

March 4th (Sat) CAF Fundraiser Dinner 4:pm doors open 

 

Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fish-out Schedule 2022 

Future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership: These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fly 

fishers the best opportunity to catch fish and enjoy the outdoors. Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are 

willing to share their skills with others and you are only limited by willingness to become involved. From selecting 

promising locations and times, to helping those members new to the sport, we try to make these trips fun, exciting and 

successful. But…It’s up to “you” to ask for help, if you desired to learn. 

If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and would like to lead our fellow CAF 

members for a day of fishing, and fellowship: Don Sleeper dnsleeper@gmail.com, Pat Sleeper psleeper@sbcglobal.net, 

Eric See: eric.see@water.ca.gov and Tom Rosenow trosenow.chico@gmail.com who are our fish-out leaders. 

This schedule will change depending on the fish bite, weather conditions and COVID 19. 

June 25, 2022  CAF Hex Hatch fish-out BBQ 4:pm; Pat Hallin’s: 307 Maidu, Almanor 

 Please RSVP to: psleeper@sbcglobal.net 

July 16, 2022  Pingatore’s – Bass/BBQ: Please RSVP: psleeper@sbcglobal.net 

Sep 3-10, 2022  Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197 - full 

Sep 10-17, 2022  Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197 - full 

Sep 17-24, 2022  Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197 - (1 opening) 

Jan 12–17, 2023  Lake Picachos bass fishing, Mexico: Pat Sleeper 345-1197, (1 opening) 



 

Almanor Fishing May, 2022 

Mark Antaramian Guide Service: 916-705-1207 - The allusive black boat, provided an excellent day on Lake Almanor with 

Pat catching another fish of a life time; it was a German Brown that weighed: 10.5 pounds and measured 29 inches long; 

one, of two browns she caught that day measuring over 20 inches; plus, 18 small mouth bass. Best day ever on 

Almanor!! All these fish went back into the lake to continue their lives. 

As you can see in the pictures it was a cold overcast day; we resisted putting our lines into the water until about 10:30 

and fished until 6:00pm. 

 

 

 
 

Pat's 29-inch brown. My very nice small mouth bass. One of the many of bass caught 
that day. 

 

Healing Waters Luk Lake Fish Out 

The Luk lake fish out for our PHWFF, Project Healing Waters Flyfishing, was too windy for float tubes, so Keith and I 

(Pete) rowed for John Romero and Lee Markos.  Fishing was tough not only due to the wind, but I think because the 

water temp was high enough to put the trout down.  We did however have some success as John caught his 1st trout 

ever on a fly rod, 15 inches or so and Lee caught a beautiful bass as well as 2 trout and a bluegill.  All fish were caught 

under an indicator with balanced leeches or buggers. Larry, Pat, Don and John Cowan also attended to lend a hand and 

trolling motors.  Pat and Don provided an excellent cold cut lunch with salads.  A big thanks to CAF for setting up the 

outing. And Steve Mclean, who donated this trip!!!  Thank you, Steve!!! By Pete Wiik 

John Romero, CONGRATULATIONS for catching your first fish while flyfishing!!!! Your wonderful full smile is still planted 

in my brain when I think about that strong wind blowing so hard out there yet, both you and Lee Markos trusted Pete 

and Keith to row the boats in it!! You both caught fish though!! Bless you all!!! 

Steve Mclean donated this trip, who is a member and a wonderful supporter of PHWFF.  Brad Henman and the Fly shop 

both discounted this trip for us, as well.  John Romero who caught his first fish ever, flyfishing, has a smile that warmed 

us all!!! I’m sure he will remember this day forever!!  Therefore, we give a huge thank you to “all” the helpers and 

donors for this fun filled, exciting day on the water and off, especially Steve Mclean our donor; But, mainly it’s about 

John Romero and Lee Markos our PHWFF Veterans who braved the weather and caught the fish!!! 

GREAT JOB EVERYONE!!! By Pat Sleeper 
 

 

  



 
 

 
John Romero at Luk Lake (Healing Waters Fish Out) Redge Hawkley caught this 17 lb-er Lahontan cutthroat 

at Pyramid on Feb 25, 2022 !!! 

 

 

Please help save Lake Almanor: 

May 01, 2022 
 
Kimberly D. Bose  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street N.E. Room 1A  
Washington, D.C. 20426  
Project 2105 North Fork Feather River  
 
Dear Commissioners,  
 
As an angler, recreationalist, and supporter of Lake Almanor, I am concerned that Conditions 1(B) and 6 included in the 
California State Water Resources Control Board’s Section 401 water quality certification will have a devastating negative 
impact on our lake, community, and fishery. The supplemental cold-water withdrawals from Lake Almanor envisioned 
during summer months to reduce water temperatures in the North Fork Feather River will be especially harmful, should 
those conditions be included in the new license. Lake Almanor is a world-renown cold water fishery, producing record 
setting Rainbow and German Brown Trout, drawing sportsmen and fishermen from across the Western US. Almanor also 
attracts thousands of vacationers every summer, many spending their entire summer here to enjoy the boating, water 
sports, and cooler summer temperatures offered here. The Dixie fire of 2021 burned 404,005 acres of the Plumas 
National Forest. The majority of the 963,309 acres burn scar is within the Feather River Watershed. Forty percent of 
Plumas Counites economy is based upon tourism. Lake Almanor is the crowned jewel of Plumas County and the driving 
force of our economy. The future of Plumas County hinges upon Lake Almanor’s cold water. It will take years before we 
realize the impacts of the Dixie Fire on our environment. I am terrified by the prospect of FERC approving Conditions 
1(B) and 6 and the impacts to Plumas Counties economy, Lake Almanor’s fishery and the residents of Plumas County’s 
way of life. Please do not make a decision that could seal our fate, and please agree to maintain the original settlement 
agreement of 2004, with no additional cold-water releases from Lake Almanor.  
 
Thank you 

 



Bizzaro Jerry 
Fly of the Month, June 2022 
By: Ray Narbaitz 
 

Last month’s column featured the Tasmanian Devil an attractor 
pattern that attracts fish even though it looks nothing like 
anything the fish have ever seen before.  The pink bead head 
and bright orange tail see to that.  This is not all that unusual in 
the world of flies.  If you stop and think about it, the Royal Wulff, 
one of the most popular attractor dry flies of all time, doesn’t 
really look like anything the Trout see either.    
 

As I said last month, this month’s fly, The Bizzaro Jerry, is a little 
more traditional in tying an attractor nymph. The barred legs 
give it a sort of Stone Fly look, and the Peacock Herl, one of the 
oldest, most used materials in all of tying, is an old favorite.   

 

 

 

The fly was developed by a gentleman named Zach Vandehey. He runs a site called, “Flying Ties.”  In talking about the fly 

on his video he was very happy to announce it was one of the new flies in this year’s Umpqua catalog.  I reached out to 

him to ask how the weird name of the fly came about, but thus far he has yet to respond to me.   

• Hook:  Jig style, 12 – 16, I used the Umpqua 400 

• Bead:  Slotted Copper Bead though Pink could also be used 

• Thread: 8/0, Red 

• Tail:  Barred rubber legs 

• Rib:  Amber wire, small.  Copper can also be used 

• Body:  Peacock Herl 

• Legs:  Barred Rubber Legs 

• Hackle:  CDC, natural or dun 

• Collar:  Shrimp Pink Ice Dub 

 

1. Debarb the hook, slide on the bead, and place the hook in the vise. 

2. Start your thread right behind the bead and build up a small dam to set the bead properly, then wrap the thread 

to about the barb point of the hook shank. 

3. Tie in a piece of the Rubber Leg on the near side of the hook a little longer than you will want the finished 

product to be.  Then, move the excess over to the far side, and tie it in.  You want the tail to come out in a V 

shape.  Cut off the excess even with the first part. 

4. Place the end of the wire into the slot of the bead and tie it down with a few wraps. 

5. Take three or so pieces of Peacock Herl and tie them in right at the bead.  Then, tie down both the wire and Herl 

back to the bend of the hook.  Wrap the thread back up to the bead. 

6. Wrap the Herl up to the bead and tie it off.  Cut off the excess. 

7. Counter spiral wrap the wire up to the bead and tie it off.  Helicopter off the excess wire. 

8. Tie in a piece of the Rubber Leg with the short end facing back.  Make it a little longer than the shank of the 

hook.  Take the long end and make a loop of the material around the front of the fly.  Make the loop big enough 

that when you cut it in half, the two parts will be long enough to be the front legs.  Tie the material down and 

cut off the excess, again, a little longer than the hook shank. 

9. Tie in the CDC in the spot between the legs.  There are a number of methods to tie in CDC.  You can tie it in tip 

first, or use a loop, or use a special tool made to use the CDC in a loop.  I think the best method is the one you 

find the easiest.  Other than that, I don’t think the fish care.  Take a wrap at the tie in point, then a wrap behind 



the back facing legs.  Take another wrap at the tie in and make the last wrap in front of the loop.  Tie it down 

and cut off the excess.  Pull everything back and take a few thread wraps to keep the CDC facing back. 

10. Dub on a very small amount of the Ice Dub and wrap a narrow collar right behind the bead.  Whip finish and cut 

off the thread. 

11. Cut the loop in half.  Take the four legs and push them forward.  Cut them off about hook shank in length.  Go 

back and cut the tail the same length. 

Mike Drop:  As you know, the club goes dark in July, August and September while waiting for the dog days of summer to 

pass.  This month’s FOTM marks the 134th edition.  It all started in May of 2008 with Lincoln Gray’s TS Bugger.  As the 

club goes dark, I will be doing the same.  This will be my last issue of FOTM.  I’ve learned a lot, talked to a lot of 

interesting and innovative folks, and hopefully have become a little better tyer.  However, 14 years seems like long 

enough. 

Thanks for the ride. 

Ray 

 

 

 

  



 


