
CAF October 2022 News Letter

CHICO AREA FLYFISHERS

Next General Meeting, October 12th 6:30pm Fly Tying 7:30 Lakeside Park Pavilion

President’s Line
Welcome BACK!!!  I LOOK FORWARD to seeing you, all!!!!
Our guest speaker is Mark Antaramian Wed, October 12th @ Lakeside Pavilion on California Park Dr, Chico. 
Mark will be tying, selling flies and speaking about Eagle Lake and strategies to approach the fish. Fly tying 
demo starts at 6:30pm with the presentation beginning around 7:30pm.  As always, we have cookies and 
water for drinking. Newsletters and meetings are starting back up from our little summer break. I trust “you” 
have a few stories to share about “your” fishing trips at our next General Meeting with our guest Mark Anta-
ramian, our allusive black boat owner.
In this newsletter we are sharing stories and pictures of one of our many fish outs CAF sponsored for our 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF), Disabled American Veterans to the Pingatore Lake; donated by Rich and Karen Pingatore. 
Thank you both!!!!!
 In this newsletter we have the latest updated information on an exclusive writeup documenting our On The Road Again Dorado trip to 
Mexico. An adventure that has surpassed all others this past September and attended by CAF members and friends with pictures and stories.
 CAF board has not met yet due to Don and Pat Sleeper getting COVID; therefore, my apologies for “no minutes” from our last meeting 
in this newsletter. Though this meeting has been rescheduled for Monday night @ Sleepers; Oct 10th; time: 6pm. This is for the CAF board 
to take care of business allowing our general meeting to be, business free, leaving more time for our guest speakers. Though questions and 
suggestions are always appreciated. If you have suggestions for a special guest speaker, please feel free to ask. Thank you.
 Elections will be handled during this October meeting where our entire board is elected or re-elected depending on your choices. 
Please feel free to come and nominate yourself or anyone else you’d like to see on the board.  Any position is possible so don’t be shy.  
Volunteering is a wonderful thing that we all have enjoyed for many years! And you can do it as well. CAF and PHWFF both can use 
your help. Thank you for asking.
Please check out our upcoming speakers on our speaker page.
Masks are always optional, please follow your heart about them.

Sincerely,
Pat Sleeper
President, CAF

  

The Presidents Line 
By  

Lincoln Gray 
This month saw a return to the beautiful fall 
colors, cold mornings and steelhead fishing, 
trout fishing on local streams and lakes.  
Please do remember that this time of year is 
a exceptional time of year for fishing all your 
local waters.  Feather River, Lower        
Sacramento River, Butte Creek, Big Chico 
Creek, De Sabla Reservoir and many others 
and it is also the time of year that Baum 
Lake really gets going. 
This year the dinner date is March 6th, mark 
your calendars early.  If any of you would 
like to be involved in the dinner committee 
please drop me an email and I will get you 
on the list.  (lincoln@tie-fast.com)  Our first 
dinner committee meeting will be on        
December 4th at 5:30pm at Don & Pat 
Sleeper’s house. 
Do not forget that the general meeting in 
December is the Anchovy Feed at Round 
Table Pizza.  That is Thursday night the 
11th.  Also, if you get your reservations for 
the dinner in before the end of the year, you 
will be eligible for the Early Bird raffle. 
Like always, I hope all of you have a great 
Holiday Season.   
 
I look forward to seeing ALL of you at the 
Anchovy Feed.  

short casts                     December 2008  

General Meeting: Annual Anchovy feed 
at the Round Table Pizza in the Almond       

Orchard Shopping Mall Starts @ 6:30 pm 

Come Hungry, see you there! 

SECRETARIES SECRETS 
By 

Pat Sleeper 
 

 Meeting called to order:    
Lincoln Gray, President; @ Don and 

Pat Sleeper’s home – 5:30. 
 
Attending:  Joe Garza, Eric See, Dennis Boyd, 
Gonzo Gonzales, Don Sleeper, Pat Sleeper,      
Lincoln Gray, Scott Joyce & Scott Hood. 
Minutes of Sept, 2008 M/S/P Dennis/Eric. 
 

M/S/P  Joe/Pat Meetings will now be held on 
first and second Thursdays – General   
meeting being second Thursday of each 
month starting with the Anchovy feed in 
Dec. 

Hack Vance is now in charge of fly-tying swap. 
Gonzo will now be in charge of the library and 

to purchase DVD’s, etc. 
The annual dinner to be held March 6th this year 

at the Masonic Temple and Frank Spitari  
catering as usual…yum! 

Eric reported on the Big Chico Creek fishout for 
Nov. 16th, Sun.  Jeff Mott hosting. 

December advisory meeting will focus mainly 
on the March 6th Dinner planning @ Don 
and Pat’s anyone wishing to help is         
welcome. 

Special thanks to Rickey Mitchell for coming 
and speaking at our General Meeting on the 
diverse opportunities that come from      
combining the two arts of fly fishing and  
kayaking. 

Pat Sleeper 

Our youth program is in need of prizes for the Annual Dinner on March 6, 
2009. Flies, hats, leaders, tippets, rods reels, chest packs, tools, tying 
kits, $, take a child and parent on a fishout, teach a fly tying class.     
Anything that can be donated will be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Joe Garza at (530) 897-0978 if you are able to make a donation or if you 
know someone that can help with a donation. Thanks. 

CAF Oct 2022 Newsletter speaker: Mark Antaramian Guide 
Services , Wed, Oct12th; 6:30 tying; 7:30 speaker

 Mark Antaramian has spent the last 35 years exclusively flyfishing. 
He has fished across the United States and Canada. From small lakes like 
Dodge Reservoir California to Bear Lake Canada. Streams and rivers From 
Deer Creek California to The Colorado River. 
 Mark grew up Fishing Lake Almanor and abroad. He has learned tech-
niques from his father and Other Guides. He has also come up some new 
age techniques that He has used across the country. 
 After having a stressful job as a Engineer in his past he has decided to 
teach his knowledge and experience to those that want to know. So for the 
last 7 years he has dedicated his life teaching others this fine art we call 
FlyFishing. 
 Mark chooses to keep up to date with the most modern techniques 
instead of sticking to the old school ways. Evolution is his modo. “Out with 
the old in with the new” He says.



On the Road Again Dorado 
fishing with CAF members  
and friends,
By, Don and Pat Sleeper 
(www.patsflyfishing.com)

 In La Ventana, Mexico, September 4th through September 24th, 
2022, thirty-eight fly fishing guests experienced the best Dorado fishing 
we have ever had in our over ten years of fishing the area.  Leaving 
the Sacramento airport, we flew into Cabo, then traveled two hours 
north to La Ventana, Mexico right on the Sea of Cortez.  Home of 
Roosters, Tuna, Dorado, Waho, Skip Jack, Jack Crevalle, Needle Fish, 
and Trumpet Fish. Our goal is to fly fish for one of the most beautiful 
fish, whose jumps make them the most exciting to catch and watch, my 
personal favorite: the DORADO!!!  
 We landed 70 Dorado the first week WITH ONLY “three” true 
days of fishing due to Hurricane Kay; an amazing 392 Dorado the 
second week, an “ALL TIME RECORD”, and 326 the third week.  These 
Dorado weighed from 10 lbs. to 40 lbs. plus.  We made ceviche and 
sashimi from the Tuna and the Dorado, which made fabulous hors 
d’oeuvres. Primarily, these numerous amounts of Dorado were given 
the “catch and release” philosophy to live another day.
 Dorado fishing was unbelievable at times with seeing schools of 
50+ around seven boats and up to nine individuals fighting the fish 
at one time. I saw a school of trumpet fish being circled by a large 
school of Dorado. Something I “never” thought I could/would watch 
happen. The circling of birds around this menagerie of action was 
as exciting as what was going on in the water! So many birds of dif-
ferent kinds and sizes, chirping and diving down into the water. This 
sight made me want to lay my rod down and take pictures… But, 
that’s another story! DON’T LAY YOUR ROD DOWN!!  NEVER!! 
EVER! You may not see it again! 
 Luckily, the Sardines were in the Sea of Cortez which helped 
make for great fly fishing.  Our guides did their part through chum-
ming and use of teasers to bring the Dorado and Tuna in.  
 Most of the Dorado were caught on Sardinia fly patterns or top 
water poppers.  Even though we had a bit of added excitement with 
some gear problems (nineteen fly rods were broken, or lost at sea), it 
was still an incredibly successful fishing trip.  
 Maybe my favorite time after a day of fishing, is sitting down 
around a table exchanging our day’s experiences that “never” seem 
to get old; and “always” there is a “new” experience unimaginable to 
hear about!  So many fun filled action packed stories! And, I love them 
all: Mike: “Pat, I did better today!” Pat: “Yes! How did you do better 
today, Mike?” Mike: “I still have my rod today, it’s in five pieces, but I 
still have it!” On the previous day, Mike totally lost his rod out right out 
of his hands to “never” see it again. Well… it wasn’t “his” rod, it was 
his partner’s. It was his reel though…
 It was an extremely fun time with new memories, new friends, as 
well as a great learning experiences! 
 We had whales, porpoises, and even Orcas (killer whales) around 
us at times.  People new to fly fishing in the ocean were astounded by 
these beautiful and amazing creatures. I’m so proud to have been a 
part of this wonderful Mexican trip with our CAF members and friends. 

Pat and Don Sleeper
www.patsflyfishing.com.

Pat with a nice Dorado fish that 
was our second day’s dinner. 

Don Sleeper with a nice 
Dorado fish.

Hurricane Kay Crystal Chalmers

Ed Migale Cheryl and Jeff Armstrong

After the storm, the next morning. 
Yola and Peter Mazen

Steven Spiteri

Mike Pickering with a nice dorado Dan Gebhart

Matt Kafka Nick Sierra

Travis Howarth and Pat Sleeper Dave Tipitillo



Cheryl and Jeff Armstrong

Project Healing Waters Pingatore 
Lake Fishout
John Cowan

 Again, the generosity of Rich and Karen Pingatori gave a wonderful bass 
fishing experience for several veterans and volunteers. Arriving about 7:30am 
on Wednesday, August 17th, Karen stood to provide an enthusiastic welcome. 
She mentioned that the algal bloom visible on the edges of the lake literally 
happened overnight. Her comment did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm of 
the gathering group that totalled fourteen, including Karen.
 Even though it was morning, one could tell it was going to be a hot day. 
The volunteers assisted some of the vets get rigged up. In one case, it was a 
vet that helped one of the volunteers get rigged up. In short time, float tubes, 
fishing kayaks, and even a vet and volunteer in Lincoln Gray’s loaned boat, 
descended to and spread out across the water. 
 While the lake wasn’t as productive as the CAF fishout a few days prior, 
veteran, Chris Hinkle, was first on the water and hammered the bass! Using skills 
he brought from Tennessee, Chris surgically found the hot spots on the lake. Lee 
Markos and Jerome Camp worked the edges of the reeds landing several fine 
specimens of the Micropterus genera. Steve Pereira used Lincoln Gray’s boat to 
help USMC veteran, Vance Moody, to land his first fish every on a fly rod. Vance 
had his introduction to fly gear only on the preceding Friday. 
 Don and Pat Sleeper served up a fabulous lunch, courtesy of CAF. The 
entire group feasted huddled from the sun under an easy up. Once refueled, 
Jerome, climbed back into his sweaty, stinky waders to go back out and nail 
the bass, again. Along with Steve, Stan Thomas, Keith Kelley, Pete Wiik, Larry 
Willis, and John Cowan were the volunteers present. 
 Everyone caught fish and had a great time! Well, John Cowan, had a great 
time working on his slowly developing fly fishing skills. The fish, thoughtfully, left 
him alone to perfect his craft…

Comments from Peggy and Jerome Camp about fly fishing La Ventana, Mexico 
with Pat and Don Sleeper: www.patsflyfishing.com

For a first-time fly-fishing woman, I was amazed how much fun the whole experience 
was. The fishing was spectacular, the food amazing.
A wonderful experience I recommend to all.
From Peggy.          

Beautiful trip all around: Perfect fishing; loved the area. Being a veteran and a fire 
victim, I saw you can lose things; it does not matter. You gain so much more when you 
do things like this. You gain some of those loses back.  
From Jerome

CAF October 2022 Newsletter Dorado 
fishing comments and pictures from: 
Jerome and Peggy Camp

Jerome Camp

Peggy Camp

Typical morning in LA Ventana, Mexico
Dave Tipitillo
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Greenie
Fly of the Month from March 2011
By: Ray Narbaitz
Some of you may remember in last June’s newsletter I said 
that after 14 years and 134 Flies of the Month, I was giving 
it up.  During the July, August, September break the club 
contacted me and asked if I would be willing to resend some 
of the flies from the archives.  The feeling was that in the last 
14 years we have gained many new members who may not 
have seen some of the past flies.

With that in mind I thought I would start with a column that 
is over a decade old.  The reason I chose the Greenie is 
because it is a fly I still use a lot today.  A couple of weeks 
ago it was absolutely my top fly on Baum and before that, it 
was hot during the evening on Manzanita.

I spend way too much time surfing the internet and reading 
magazines about flies.  I enjoy looking at them and thinking 
about how I might use them.  On my computer, I have a 
large folder full of descriptions, recipes and pictures.  The 
vast majority of them I will never even tie, let alone fish.  
Some of them I have tied, and then, a year or two later, 
have found them in my box and wondered what the heck 
they were.  Others I have tied and fished with varying 
degrees of success.  Still, I enjoy going back to the folder 
and looking at them and pondering the what ifs.  It is sort of 
my version of Fly Porn.

Not too long ago, I came across a fly called the Greenie in 
a magazine I was reading.  It was tied by a gentleman in 
Oregon who said it was a favorite of his and a number of 
his friends.  For some reason, it really appealed to me.  I 
didn’t get too intellectual about its attributes; I just liked the 
way it looked.  So, I tied some up and gave them a try at 
Baum Lake.  The fish really liked them as well.  On a return 
trip, they still liked them.  Plus, it has the added benefit of 
being easy to tie.

The Greenie

Hook…TMC 5262 or 2302, or Daiichi 1710 size 6 – 12 
(mostly 10’s & 12’s)
Thread…Olive 6/0, 140 denier
Beads…Gold Bead followed by Emerald Green Glass Bead
Tail…Olive Arizona Simi-Seal
Body…Olive Arizona Simi-Seal

1. De-barb the hook and place on the gold bead and then 
the glass bead.

2. Place the hook in the vise and start the thread.  Build up 
a fairly good dam of thread behind the glass bead as it 
tends to slip back after the fly is wet if you don’t lock it in 
place.

3. Make a small noodle of the Simi-Seal and double it 
over.  Tie that in as the tail.  Don’t worry if it looks a little 
messy, this is a very shaggy fly.

4. Put some dubbing wax on the thread.  Spread out a 
noodle of the Simi-Seal and loosely stick it to the thread.  
You can dub it on the thread a bit, but it is not necessary.

5. Make sure the Simi-Seal goes from the hook down to 
your bobbin.  Grab the tip of your bobbin and the dub-
bing at the same time and start wrapping it on the hook.  
You will notice that with each wrap, the dubbing mate-
rial gets tighter around the thread.  You can let loose of 
the material for a few wraps so that it isn’t too tight, and 
then re-grab it.  Wrap it up to the beads.

6. Whip finish behind the Glass bead and put a drop of 
head cement on the knot.

7. Take a Velcro brush, and give the fly a hard brushing 
all around, so that a lot of the material gets pulled out.  
After you do that, use your fingers to pull the brushed 
material back so it flows over the fly.

Note…At Baum, I fished this on a Stillwater line, using short 
medium speed strips with pauses after every strip or two.  
Most of the strikes came on the pause.  My guess is that this 
fly should work in almost any still water.  For some reason, 
there are times when it seems to work a little better without 
the gold bead.
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Chico Area Flyfisher’s Fish-out “PROPOSED” Schedule 2022-23
 Future outings that Chico Area Flyfisher’s provide to its Membership: These Club Fish-outs are designed to give fly fishers the best opportunity to 
catch fish and enjoy the outdoors. Our Club has many accomplished anglers who are willing to share their skills with others and you are only limited 
by willingness to become involved. From selecting promising locations and times, to helping those members new to the sport, we try to make these trips 
fun, exciting and successful. But…It’s up to “you” to ask for help, if you desired to learn.
 If you have one of those favorite spots that you don’t mind sharing with others and would like to lead our fellow CAF members for a 
day of fishing, and fellowship contact Elden Hinkle ehinkle@aaproduction.com, Don Sleeper dnsleeper@gmail.com, Pat Sleeper psleeper@
sbcglobal.net, Eric See eric.see@water.ca.gov and Tom Rosenow trosenow.chico@gmail.com who are our fish-out leaders.
This schedule may change depending on the fish bite or weather conditions and COVID 19 VIRUS status!!!.
 Date     Location               Fishout Leader 

CAF General Meeting “Speakers” 2021
We truly look forward to seeing you at our next meeting; and, hearing “your” fly fishing stories! Your excitement is ours!
CAF meets 8 months out of the year; and, presents a variety of exciting fly fishing-related programs throughout each year. Each meeting 
includes: monthly fly-tying demonstrations; variety of raffle prizes; refreshments; and, the very best stories about Northern California Fly 
fishing from our members. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month; location: “The California Park Pavilion” on  
California Park Dr, Chico, CA. Live Fly-tying presentations: 6:30 p.m. @ General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Date Speaker     Program

Jan (TBD) 2023 Baum Lake fish out

Jan 12–17, 2023 Lake Picachos bass fishing, Mexico: Pat Sleeper 345-1197, (full)

June 17, 2023 CAF Hex Hatch fish-out BBQ 4:pm; 307 Maidu, Almanor                          

July, 16th, 2023 Sunday, Pingatore’s – Bass/BBQ: Please RSVP: psleeper@sbcglobal.net

Sep 2–9, 2023 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197   

Sep 9–16, 2023 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197   

Sep 16–23, 2023 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197  

Sep 23–30, 2923 Dorado fishing, Mexico – Pat Sleeper 345-1197

Oct 12, 2022 Mark Antaramian:  Almanor’s allusive black boat – Eagle Lake talk   

Nov 9, 2022 Rob Anderson 

Dec. 14, 2022 Pizza feed

Jan 11, 2023 Sharing “your” flyfishing trips w/pictures.

Feb 8,th 2023 John Crotty: President Almanor Fishing Association

March 4th, Sat, 2023 CAF Fundraiser Dinner 4:pm doors open
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Fish First
Chico, CA
(530) 343-8300

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico, CA
530-345-4261

BOARD MEMBERS
President:
Pat Sleeper ...................................345-1197

Vice President
Larry Willis................................ ...520-8556

Secretary:
Dave McKinney......................... ...570-1342

Treasurer:
John Cowan ......................... 530-966-0076

Board Members:
Eric See ........................................899-1918
Scott Joyce ..................................899-8500
Dana Miller ...................................570-1184
Dave Mckinney ............................570-1342
Lionel Valley ..................................321-2481
Mike Pickering ................................521-0710

Past President:
David McKinney ..........................570-1342

Committee Chairpersons:
Fish Master Tom Rosenow ........520-3053
Fish Master Elden Hinkle ...........518-4680
Conservation Pat Hallin ...............518-5031
Web Master: ...........................Don Sleeper

David W. McKinney, California.530-534-5135

Project Healing Waters 
Pete Wiik...............................530-520-9495
Stan Thomas........................530-518-3715

Newsletter Editor
Scott Sleeper.................899-9856

Proofreader
Ray Narbaitz .................894-5220 
tytline@sbcglobal.net

CAF WEBPAGE
http://chicoareaflyfishers.org

Change of address?
Not receiving newsletter?
Contact
John Cowan ............ 530-966-0076

LOCAL GUIDES

Ron Leger 
Custom Fish Carvings
530-343-5191
rlegerfishcarvings@gmail.com

David W. McKinney, 
M.D., M.P.H.
Pre-Employment Physicals
Expanded Drug Screening
Workman’s Compensation
FAA/DOT Physicals
Spirometry/Respiratory Testing

(707) 362-1899


